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Sunday, October 28, 2018 

Fall Meeting 

Jewish Historical Society of 

Metrowest, Whippany,  

Morris County  
*************************  

 Article, registration form, and         

directions, p. 19-20  

 

 Here are the winners for the  

2017 Kevin M. Hale Annual Publications Awards 
 

Historic Tours 

1st place: ñA Weekend in Old Monmouth First Weekend in Mayò         

produced by the Monmouth County Historical Commission. 

 

2nd place: ñThe Pathways of History Week-

end Tour 2017ò  produced by 19 Historic groups in Morris County. 

 

3rd place:  ñHistoric Tour of Woodbridge, Volume IX Edgar Hill and Sur-

rounds: The Ties That Bindò 

produced by the Woodbridge Township Historic Preservation  

Commission. 

 

Newsletters 

1st place: ñOld Baldy Civil War Roundtableò produced by the Old Baldy 

Civil War Roundtable of Philadelphia. 

 

2nd place: ñOceanôs Heritageò produced by the Township of Ocean        

Historical Museum. 

 

3rd place: ñSouth River Historical & Preservation Newsò produced by the 

South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc. 

                SAVE THESE DATES FOR UPCOMING LEAGUE MEETINGS  
Sunday, October 28, 2018ðJewish Historical Society of New Jersey, Whippany, Morris County 

April 6, 2019ðOcean County Historical Society, Toms River, Ocean County 

June 1, 2019ðDey Farm, Monroe Township, Middlesex County 

Fall 2019ðLake Hopatcong Historical Museum, Landing, Roxbury Township, Morris County 

Winter 2020ðCamden County Historical Society/Camden County History Alliance, Camden County 

Spring 2020ðRed Mill Museum Village, Clinton, Hunterdon County 
 

     We encourage your society to host a future League meeting. If you would like this opportunity to showcase your 

site, just contact Linda Barth, 908-240-0488, barthlinda123@aol.com, and she will put you in touch with the regional 

vice-president for your area. We look forward to visiting YOUR town some day soon. 
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President (2018) 

Jane McNeill 

Victorian Society 
 

First Vice President (2018) 

Mary Swarbrick  

Fellowship for Metlar-Bodine 
        
Vice President, Northern (2018) 

Alice Gibson 

Victorian Society 
   
Vice President, Central (2018) 

Brian Armstrong 

South River Historical and  

Preservation Society 
       
Vice President, Southern (2018) 

Timothy Hart 

Ocean County Cultural & Heritage 

Commission 
 

Secretary (2018) 

Christine Retz 

Meadows Foundation 
 

Treasurer (2018) 

Pary Tell 
 

 

Trustee, Northern (2018) 

Jennifer Coultas 

Boonton Historical Society 
 

Trustee, Northern (2020)  

Kate Malcolm 

Madison Historical Society 
 

Trustee, Central (2020)  

Jeffrey McVey 

Lambertville Historical Society 
           
Trustee, Central (2018) 

Donald Peck 

Raritan-Millstone Heritage Alliance 
 

Trustee, Southern (2018) 

Ronald Janesko 

Ocean County Historical Society 

 

 

 

Trustee, Southern (2020) 

Bruce Tell 

Stone Harbor Museum 
 

Trustee-at-Large (2020) 

Eve Morawski 

Durand-Hedden House 
 

Trustee-at-Large (2018) 

Laura Poll 

Archivist, Trenton Free Public Library 
 

Historian (2018) 

James Lewis 

Morristown and Morris Township          

Library 

***************************           
  The following are valuable members of 

our board, but are not elected positions: 
 

Executive Director 

Linda J. Barth, 908-240-0488;  

barthlinda123@aol.com 

Membership Chairman 

Jennifer Coultas 

Publications Awards Committee Chairman 

J. B. Vogt 

Fellowship for Metlar House 

Trustee Emeriti 

Bernard Bush and Dorothy Pietrowski 

    The Officers and Direc-

tors of  the League of  His-

torical Societies of New 

THE EDITORôS CORNER 
 

     The League was so pleased to be 

able to work with PastPerfect and           

offer a 30% discount          

during the month of April. 

    Member organizations 

that took advantage of this 

offer are: 
 

Bay Head Historical Society 

Cranford Historical Society 

Historical Society of  

    Florham Park 

Madison Historical Society 

Morris County Historical      

    Society 

Roxbury Historic Trust, Inc. 

Sparta Historical Society   

Stickley Museum at  

    Craftsman Farms 

Sussex County Historical  

    Society 

ðððððððððððððð- 

Slate of Candidates for  

LHSNJ 2018 Election 
 

President: Tim Hart  2020 

First VP: Mary Swarbrick   2020* 

Northern Region VP: Alice Gibson * 

Central Region VP: Brian Armstrong* 

Southern Region VP: Bruce Tell   

         2020 

Treasurer: Pary Tell  2020 

Secretary: Christine Retz  2020 

Historian: James Lewis  2020 

Northern Region Trustee: Jane  

         McNeill  2020 

Central Region Trustee: Donald Peck   

          2022 

Southern Region Trustee: open 2022 

Southern Region Trustee: open  

At Large Trustee: open  

 

     There are three open positions. 

Those indicated with an * cannot 

serve another term beyond this one. 

 

   If you are a member of the League 

or if your society is a member, you 

may want to consider applying to fill 

one of the vacant board positions. 
 

DEADLINE : Submissions for the January issue of League News must be on the editorôs 

desk no later than December 15, 2018. Please send all items to: Linda Barth, 214 North 

Bridge Street, Somerville, New Jersey 08876; barthlinda123@aol.com. 

  Material submitted electronically should be in WORD format. Photographs will 

be scanned and returned. Digital photographs should be submitted in .jpeg or .tif. 

                  INSIDE:  
 

Member Spotlight: West Hill Manor,  

     p. 3 

New Jersey History Day, p. 4 

Pathways of History, p. 5 

June meeting, at Heritage Trail, p. 6 

Octagon houses, p. 7-9 
Beginnings of the Heritage Trail,  

   P. 10-13 

League workshops available, p. 14 

League publication awards, p. 15 

NJ Bookshelf, p. 16-18 

October League meeting, p. 19-20  
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SPOTLIGHT ON OUR MEMBERS  
 

West Hill Manor  
By Judy Rival 

 

    West Hill Manor, in Burlington Twp., was built by Susanna and Samuel Emlen 

between 1797 and 1799, as an escape from the yellow fever that was ravaging             

Philadelphia. The house was put on the Na-

tional Historic Register for its architecture, 

most of which is original; it is significant as 

an outstanding local example of the Federal 

Style. West Hill has been a continuously            

operating farm from 1799, and its occupants 

have made a significant contribution to 

American history. 

     Samuel Emlen, Jr. (1766-1837) was a suc-

cessful Quaker merchant from Philadelphia.  

Upon this death, he established a trust of 

$20,000 for an agricultural school, The Emlen 

Institute for the Benefit of Children of African 

and Indian Decent, located in Carthagena, 

Ohio.  This institute eventually vested into the 

Colored Normal School at Cheney, PA. (now 

Cheney State University).  

     Susanna Dillwyn Emlen (1769-1819) developed breast cancer in 

1813. In 1814, the  surgery was performed in a second floor chamber at 

West Hill. Attending were: Dr. Philip Syng Physick, Chair                   

of Surgery at the University of Pennsylvania;  Dr. Casper Wistar, Chair 

of Anatomy; Dr. John Syng Dorsey, who had just written the first           

American textbook on anatomy; Dr. Joseph Parrish; and Dr. A. B. 

Tucker. Despite no anesthesia and no antibiotics, the operation was  

successful, which makes Susanna one of the earliest breast cancer             

surgery survivors in the United States. 

     Eliza P. Kirkbride Gurney (1801-1881), widow of English social 

reformer Joseph John Gurney, purchased West Hill in 1851. In 1862, 

Eliza and three other Friends met with President Lincoln to assure him 

that he had the support of the Quakers during the war. Her sincerity and 

prayer touched his heart and the President asked her to write to him.  

Their correspondence continued until his death. Her first letter to him 

was found in his jacket pocket, worn and ñtreasured upò on the day he 

was shot. 

     West Hill is 

located at 1114 

Oxmead Road, 

Burlington Twp.  It is open for tours on the third Sun-

day of every month, from 1 to 4 pm.  It is also avail-

able as a rental for groups to host private parties and 

functions.   Website: westhillnj.org  email: West-

Hill@comcast.net 

 

 

 Civil War reenactment at West Hill 
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NEW JERSEY HISTORY DAY  
 

     For the first time, the League of Historical Societies of New Jersey sent judges to the state finals of            

New  Jersey History Day a William Paterson University. 

     Our judges examined the standing exhibits, viewed the documentaries, and enjoyed the live performances 

created by our stateôs middle school and high school students. These entries had already been chosen during the 

three regional competitions earlier in the year. 

What Is History Day? 

     For more than twenty-five years the National History Day (NHD) program has promoted systemic                   

educational reform related to the teaching and learning of history in Americaôs schools. The combination of 

creativity and scholarship built into the NHD program anticipated current educational reforms, making National 

History Day a leading model of performance-based learning. National History Day reinforces classroom              

teaching by rewarding students of all abilities for their scholarship, individual initiative and cooperative               

learning. A national evaluation of the National History Day program found that participants: 

§ Outperform their peers on standardized tests;  

§ Are better writers and are able to use evidence to support their point of view; 

§ Become critical thinkers who can analyze and evaluate information; and  

§ Learn 21st-century college and career skills. 

 

     This yearôs theme, ñConflict and           

Compromise,ò allowed students to choose 

from many topics worldwide. We examined 

only the New Jersey topics and chose as our 

award-winners: 

 

Performance: Paterson Silk Strikes: The 

Long Road to Laborersô Rights; Amol Bhin-

garde, Diya Nair, and Reva Amritkar; Wood-

row Wilson Middle School, Edison. Teacher: 

Wendy Hurwitz 

Exhibit : Alice Paul: Protester, Suffragist, 

and Activist; Sameera Gupte; Auten Road 

Intermediate School, Hillsborough. Teacher: 

Patricia Sellar 

Documentary: New Jersey Governor and 

Conflicted Son: William Franklin and the 

Tragic Failure to Compromise During the American 

Revolution; Andrew Hau; Tenafly High School. 

Teacher: Melissa Diaz. 

     On May 17th, executive director Linda Barth  

visited the winners in Edison and Hillsborough. (The 

award to Andrew Hau was mailed to him at Tenafly 

High School.) 

 

Left to right: Amol Bhingarde, Reva Amritkar, and Diya 

Nair, of Woodrow Wilson Middle School, Edison, with 

teacher Wendy Hurwitz. 

Sameera Gupte with teachers Patricia Sellar (left) 

and Nancy Patrick.  


