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                SAVE THESE DATES FOR UPCOMING LEAGUE MEETINGS 
 

April 18, 2026ðOcean County Cultural & Heritage Commission, Cedar Bridge Tavern, Barnegat, Ocean Cty   
June 20, 2026ðProprietary House, Perth Amboy, Middlesex County 
November 14, 2026ðMorristown and Morris Township Library, Morristown, Morris County 
Spring 2027ðBarnegat Light Historical Society, Barnegat Light, Ocean County 
Summer 2027ðBrook Arts Center, Bound Brook, Somerset County 
Fall 2027ðThe Hermitage, Ho-Ho-Kus, Bergen County 
Spring 2028 ð Sea Isle City Historical Society, Sea Isle City, Cape May County 
     We encourage your society to host a future League meeting. If you would like this opportunity to showcase          
your site, just contact Linda Barth, 908-240-0488, barthlinda123@aol.com, and she will put you in touch with  
the regional vice-president for your area. We look forward to visiting YOUR town some day soon. 

Saturday, April 18 
Ocean County Cultural & Heritage 
Commission, Cedar Bridge Tavern, 

Barnegat, Ocean County  

Registration and directions, p. 19-20 

League Statement of Inclusion 
 

    The League of Historical Societies welcomes all organizations and individuals with an 
interest in New Jerseyôs state and local history. Our members include historical societies, 
historic preservation organizations, libraries, state and local historic sites, friends of parks 
and historic sites, county cultural and heritage commissions, county parks, state parks,            
national heritage areas, archival and genealogical groups, a large variety of museums, canal 
societies, railroad groups, DAR chapters, lighthouse societies, history roundtables, and                  
musical organizations, as well as interested individuals. Even if your organization does not 
fit one of these categories, you are welcome to join us.  

 

Mission Statement: To promote preserva-
tion of the historical heritage of New Jersey 
by stimulating among member organizations 
the development of programs, projects, and 
publications that celebrate this heritage. 

The following two articles are reprinted here with the permission of                    
Preservation New Jersey. 

 

Has the DEP Abandoned the East Point Lighthouse? 

     The East Point Lighthouse sits at the end of a two-mile road that cuts through a 
seemingly endless marsh. It feels remote, but that is one of its charms. Monarch 
butterflies dance among the swaying reeds during their late summer migration. 
     But its remoteness may also be its peril as preservationists believe state               
officials have given up on maintaining it. 
     The lighthouse used to be open to the public, welcoming visitors to one                     
of Cumberland Countyôs most important landmarksðit is the second oldest            
lighthouse in New Jersey. 
     Last year, members of the Maurice River Historical Society, the buildingôs 
longtime caretakers, cleaned out the historical artifacts inside and handed over the 

keys to officials at the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP). The historic building has been locked shut ever 
since. 
     The DEP, which owns the building, claimed that it spent a year trying to come to a contractual agreement with East 
Point Light, LLC, which was created by members of the Maurice River Historical Society, to use the building. 
     Vincent Grassi, press officer for the DEP, said the state department did everything possible to come to an                 
agreement. ñThe DEP extended license terms with the Historical Society seven times to allow the only bidder, East 
Point Light, LLC, sufficient time to execute the lease,ò Grassi said. 
     But Nancy Patterson, president of the historical society, sees things differently. Signing the agreement, she claims, 
would have put the historical society in a bad predicament. The contract, she claims, included a line that could have  
                                                                      
            (continued on page three) 



 

2  

President (2026) 
Brian Armstrong 
South River Historical and  
Preservation Society 
 

First Vice President (2026) 
Bruce Tell 
Canal Society of New Jersey 
 

Vice President, Northern (2026) 
Patricia Wells 
Township of Chatham Historical  
Society 
 

Vice President, Central (2026) 
Donna Rafano 
South River  Historical &               
Preservation Society 
       
Vice President, Southern (2026) 
Timothy Hart 
Ocean County Cultural & Heritage 
Commission 
 

Secretary (2026) 
Hannah Kerwin 
Jamesburg Historical Association 
 

Treasurer (2026) 
Pary Tell 
Lighthouse Keepers of New Jersey 
 

Trustee, Northern (2026) 
Michelle Munn 
Mount Tabor Historical Society 
 

Trustee, Northern (2028)  
Eve Morawski 
Washington Association of NJ 
 

Trustee, Central (2028)  
Mary Swarbrick  
Fellowship for Metlar House 
           

Trustee, Central (2026) 
Donald Peck 
Raritan-Millstone Heritage Alliance 
 

Trustee, Southern (2026) 
R. Joseph Latshaw III 
Ocean County Cultural & Heritage 
Commission 
 

Trustee, Southern (2028) 
Ralph Cooper 
Historical Preservation Society                
of Upper Township 
 

Trustee-at-Large (2028) 
Jane McNeill 
Victorian Society 
 
Trustee-at-Large (2026) 
Donald Katz, Esq.  
Proprietary House Association 
 

Historian (2026) 
James Lewis 
Morristown and Morris Township          
Library 
***************************          
  The following are valuable mem-
bers of our board, but are not elected             
positions: 
 

Executive Director 
Linda J. Barth, 908-240-0488;  
barthlinda123@aol.com 
 

Membership Chairman 
Donna Rafano 
South River Historical &              
Preservation Society 
 

Publications Awards Committee  
Chairman 
J. B. Vogt 
Fellowship for Metlar House 

    The Officers and Direc-
tors of  the League of  His-
torical Societies of New 

Jersey 

  THE PRESIDENTôS CORNER 
Brian Armstrong 

 

Randall Gabrielan 
     I was planning to write something about 
New Jersey and the 250th anniversary of 
Americaôs fight for independence for my 
January message; however, I feel it is more 
appropriate to dedicate this piece to one of 
the most prolific New Jersey historical         
authors, Randall Gabrielan. Randy, who 
was from Monmouth County, will have to 
join in spirit at the reenactment of the           
Battle of Monmouth and other events over 
the next five years since he passed on           
October 16, 2025, at the age of 82.  
     Randy wrote 42 historical books about 
Monmouth County, other New Jersey 
towns, and New York city. Most of these 
books were for the History Press/Arcadia 
Publishing and are still in print through 
Amazon. The History Press called him a 
ñmainstayò for the publisher who was 
ñbeloved by many.ò He was one of their top 
ten authors and certainly among their most 
prolific authors. His combined work sold 
over 65,000 copies conservatively. 
     His publications were mostly Images          
of America photo and postcard books. To 
produce these types of books, Randy had to 
find numerous pictures (usually 200 or 
more per book), acquire approval to use the 
photos in the book, provide high resolution 
scanned images, and then determine the 
layout of how they would appear in the 
book. He also provided captions for each 
picture. As an author who has written three 
books for the History Press, I know what is 
involved with creating these books. For the 
South River History Images of America 
book, three of us provided research, picture 
scanning, and captions for the pictures. It 
was a big job.  
    When you create an Images of America 
book for a town it is a huge responsibility 
since it usually is the main historical book 
about the townôs history. For some of the 
towns, Randy published multiple volumes 
with pictures and descriptions like Fair  
Haven, Jersey City, Long Branch,            
Middletown, Red Bank, Rumson, and 
Shrewsbury. It is one thing to create an    
historical book for the town or county you 
live in; it is another thing to do this for sev-
eral towns. None of these towns were sorry 
that Randy wrote a book about their town. 
    His role as an author was only part of his 
contribution to New Jerey history. Randy 
was appointed historian of both             
Middletown and Monmouth County. For 
some years he was the executive director of 
           (continued on page eleven) 

DEADLINE: Submissions for the April issue of League News must be on the                    
editorôs desk no later than March 15, 2026. Please send all items to: Linda Barth, 214 
North Bridge Street, Somerville, New Jersey 08876; barthlinda123@aol.com. 
  Material submitted electronically should be in WORD format. Photographs will 
be scanned and returned. Digital photographs should be submitted in .jpeg or .tif. 
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allowed the DEP to seize her nonprofitôs bank account. 
     ñIf I had signed it, they would have kicked us out and bankrupted us all at the same time,ò Patterson said. 
     Since the 1970s, the Maurice River Historical Society has been the keeper of the lighthouse. They were              
operating it as a house museum furnished to look like it did when it opened 175 years ago. 
     ñYou could go and sit in a chair and pretend you were visiting the lighthouse workers,ò Patterson said. This 
isnôt the first time the lighthouse has been vacant over the course of its history. Before the historical society 
took over in the 1970s, it sat empty for three decades. The last custodian to live inside the lighthouse 
was Gustave Eulitz in 1941, when it was decommissioned to avoid attracting German submarines during World 
War II. 
     The lighthouse slowly deterio-
rated before going up in flames in 
1971. The Maurice River Historical 
Society was formed for the express 
purpose of saving the lighthouse. It 
began its first lease with the state 
government in the 1970s and has 
guided the lighthouse through two 
extensive restorations and even got 
the building listed in the National 
Register. 
     Grassi said that state department 
does intend on reopening the             
lighthouse and is now considering a                    
management agreement with           
Cumberland County. 
     If the historical society has been 
the buildingôs sole caretaker and 
knows the building inside and out, 
why would the DEP want the             
historical society to leave? This is 
the mysterious part. 
     Patterson believes the DEPôs 
neglect of the lighthouse is a sign of 
a much larger abandonment of the Delaware Bay region, an area that doesnôt generate the same                       
tourist dollars as other towns on the Atlantic Ocean but is just as prone to erosion. In 1908, the East Point Light-
house stood 490 feet from the bay. Today, it is only 120 feet from the water. When the bay swells, the waves 
sometimes lash against the front door of the lighthouse. 
     ñTheyôre convinced weôre fools for living here and we should pack up and moveðtheyôve given up on the 
area and weôre supposed to give up too,ò Patterson said. ñBut these towns are historic and you just donôt give up 
on historic towns.ò 
    In 2016, the US Army Corps of Engineers announced a $1.9 million plan to stabilize the shoreline near the 
Maurice River coastline, but the project never came to pass. The US Army Corps of Engineers never responded 
to questions about why the work never materialized. The only measure to stabilize the shoreline came in 2020 
when the DEP finished installing $595,000 worth of geotextile tubesðwhich are essentially massive sandbags 
ðalong 600 feet of the coast near the lighthouse. But this was only a ñband-aidò on a much more complicated 
issue, according to Maurice River Township Mayor Ken Whildin. 
   ñThe geotube was put in place as a temporary measure,ò said Mayor Whildin. ñThe DEP was supposed to 
have a Plan B ð but that never happened. 
     Last year, the DEP announced plans to construct a mile-long sea wall along Beach Avenue in Cape May. 
North Wildwood saw a state-funded beach restoration project and could see a seawall construction coming this 
year. 
     Senator Michael Testa said the Delaware Bay region has been ñforgottenò and is asking for a study about the 
use of jetties, sea wall, and beach replenishment to ward off erosion. ñI know funding is finite, but this has been 
 
      (continued on page 4) 

Geotubes line the coast near the lighthouse. Photo courtesy of Darren Tobia.  

https://www.newspapers.com/image/281009101/?match=1&terms=east%20point%20lighthouse
https://www.newspapers.com/image/927399287/?match=1&clipping_id=180665575
https://capemaycountyherald.com/article/cape-may-sea-wall-extension-project-advances/
https://www.nj.com/cape-may-county/2024/06/jersey-shore-beach-gets-the-sand-its-desperately-needed-for-years.html
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langushing needlessly,ò he said. ñItôs a part of the state thatôs forgotten, or if not forgotten, then misunderstood.ò 
     The erosion of the coastline is not only a threat to the lighthouse, but also nearby historic towns and to the             
habitat of horseshoe crabs, he said. In 2021, Testa met DEP Commissioner Shawn LaTourette at the lighthouse, 
but the visit hasnôt resulted in more investment into the region. ñThere needs to be someone different at the DEP,ò 
Testa said. 
     Battered by wind and storms, lighthouses can be costly to maintain and quick to deteriorate. In 2016, the                  
historical society oversaw a $852,000 restoration of the building. The restoration effort even won an award from 
none other than the DEP. However, knowing what happened the last time it sat empty, Patterson fears that all of 
their work could be undone. 
     ñIt doesnôt take long for an old building sitting empty to deteriorate,ò Patterson said. ñI canôt imagine what the 
inside looks like nowðit just makes me sick to think about it.ò 
     

And now for another viewpoint on our historic sites: 

The Controversial Role of DEP Officials in Managing the State Register 

 
     When the State Register was created in 1970, the task of administering it was place under the auspices of the 
Department of Environmental Protection. 

     This strange marriage of convenience has resulted 
in giving certain officials within the DEPðwith seem-
ingly no experience in preservationðincredible power 
to decide the fates of our most important landmarks. 
     Last August, NJ Transit came to the Historic Sites 
Councilðwhich reviews changes to National Register-
listed placesðseeking permission to renovate             
Bloomfield Station. The Historic Sites Council initial-
ly denied the application because it would have            
destroyed distinct features of architect Frank Niesôs 
design. 
     Two months later, Elizabeth Dragon, assistant      
commissioner at the DEP, sent NJ Transit a letter     
reversing the decision and approving the renovation,      
allowing a complete demolition of the current             
platform. 
     It seemed odd to Ed Michalski, board president                

of the Bloomfield Center Alliance, that such an important decision came from someone without a background in 
historic preservation. 
     Make no mistake, Michalski didnôt want to delay the much needed renovation, he said. 
     ñHowever, I believe that with thoughtful effort, the renovation could have been accomplished in a manner 
more respectful of the stationôs status as listed on the National Register of Historic Places,ò he said. Larry 
Hajna, the DEP media director, sent an exhaustive 1,300-word response about why Dragon was in her rights to 
rule on these applications and her qualifications. 
     ñThe assistant commissioner makes the final decision based upon material included in the application,             
testimony given at the Historic Sites Council meeting, the written recommendation of the Historic Sites             
Council, and any additional information received by the department,ò Hajna said. ñAs a result, the department 
was able to make a final decision on the application having the necessary information in hand and within the 
120-day deadline.ò 
     Hajna is correct that Dragon has the right to make decisions and even reverse the positions taken by the             
Historic Sites Council, but he wasnôt able to explain why she would do so or comment on the impression that 
her involvement gives to the process. 
     The members of the stateôs Historic Sites Council are leaders in fields of preservationist, planning, history, 
 
                                                                          (continued on page five) 

New Jersey State House, Trenton 

https://www.thedailyjournal.com/story/news/2021/09/01/maurice-river-historic-society-license-lease-east-point-lighthouse-dep/5647599001/
https://www.newspapers.com/image/927399280/?clipping_id=180666402
https://www.newspapers.com/image/1222738261/?match=1&clipping_id=180151924
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and architecture. Yet, Dragon, hired in 2008 to lead the DEPôs division of watershed management, is an                  
environmental engineer. In 2021, she was named assistant commissioner of economic revitalization, which is a 
strange title for someone in the environmental protection field. 
     Shortly after Dragonôs promotion in 2021, she ruled on one of the DEPôs most controversial applications to 
dateðthe removal of Newarkôs Christopher Columbus statue, a gift to the city from Italian-American                      
immigrants in 1927, and its replacement with a monument to Harriet Tubman. 
     This issue here is not about litigating Columbus as a historical figure ð it was the cityôs breach of protocol 
that was at fault. City officials never came before the local Landmarks & Historic Preservation Commission, nor 

were community members 
included in the decision-
making, not even Newark 
Landmarks, a nonprofit that 
helped get the park where 
the statue is located on the 
National Register in 1978. 
     The whole affair opened 
old wounds with regard to 
how the Newarkôs LHPC has 
been treated. It was made 
worse by Dragonôs interven-
tion, which preservationists 
called political. It proved 
once again that the guard-
rails preservationists fought 
so hard to put in placeð
protecting landmarks from 
powerful individuals ï could 

be dismantled with a stroke of a DEP officialôs pen. 
     ñOf course it diminishes our powerðintentionally,ò said Flavia Alaya, who sits on the Historic Sites Council, 
about Dragonôs involvement in their decisions. 
     Another way the DEP has diminished the Historic Sites Councilôs power is by not authorizing any new                
members. ñWe are so short-membered that we are often unable to achieve quorum, ipso facto failing of our            
review capacity, let alone follow-up to previous reviews,ò Alaya said. 
     The politicization of historic preservation certainly didnôt begin with Dragon. It has deep roots. In 2004, when 
Asbury Parkôs Palace Amusementsða Victorian-era boardwalk landðwas being demolished, preservationists 
turned their attention to saving the leftover artifacts, which includes the famous Tillie mural (above). 
     When a developer wants to demolish a landmark on the National Register, the DEP must issue a permit. These 
permits can place certain conditions on the developer. In this case, the oversight of the salvaged artifacts was 
placed with the developer-friendly land use division within DEP, instead of the State Historic Preservation Of-
fice, and in the twenty years since, land use officials have never given developers a deadline or required them to 
meet specific preservation standards. 
     ñAll of the historic properties should have been put under the authority of SHPO,ò said Bob Crane, president 
of Save Tillie. ñSHPO had the expertise, staff, and knowhow.ò 
     Craneôs two-decade fight to preserve what remains of the Palace Amusements ï which made Preservation 
New Jerseyôs list of the stateôs most endangered places last year ï is only partly about the artifacts. It is a larger 
fight to expose the DEPôs role in creating loopholes for developers that have led to the destruction of history and 
architecture. 
     ñThere was pressure from the developers because SHPO had overseen the placement of the Palace                  
Amusement on the National Register,ò Crane said. ñIt was a power play.ò 
 

The League of Historical Societies would like to see a furthering of the discussions above. 
Please write to the League with your comments using the form at www.lhsnj.org/contact 
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SPOTLIGHT ON OUR MEMBERS 
 

Greate Egg Harbour Township Historical Society Museum and Library  
 
     The Greate Egg Harbour Township Historical Society Museum (GEHTHS) was formed in 

1979 by the incorporating officers: Robert Reinheimer, June Sheridan, Loretta King, Edith Hagerthey, and Ruth 
Taylor. Following two decades of material and artifact collection, the GEHTHS was able to open a museum and 
research library in 2009 on West Jersey Avenue in Egg Harbor Township, NJ (EHT).  
     During EHT's 300th anniversary in 2010, the GEHTHS volunteer 
board of directors started creating historical programming and events 
that continue today.     

     Additionally,            
a teaching garden and 
community garden 
have been added to 
the grounds. 
     GEHTHSôs most 
recent event featured a 
commitment to cele-
brating the 250th an-
niversary of the Unit-
ed States as a partner 
in RevNJ. The public 
was invited to a his-
torical tour of the Zion 
Free Cemetery in Egg 

Harbor Township, where eleven Revolutionary War soldiers and their families are buried. Attendees learned the 
importance of the local militia that guarded the Jersey shoreline, often incorporating local shipbuilders who           
understood the waters and sandbars. GEHTHS volunteers stood 
in colonial-style clothing at various grave sites (see photos), 
representing either the soldier or wife of the soldier who was 
buried in that grave. They shared information about the war, the 
noted local families, and some fun facts and gossip of what life 
was like 250 years ago in South Jersey. 
     Presently the museum is open Sundays from 10am-noon. 
Access to the museum and library are available by appointment 
at other times. Email: info@GEHTHSmuseum.org Å Phone: 
609-380-4524 Å Website: GEHTHSmuseum.org 
 

 

Absecon Lighthouse 
 

The Inlet Public/Private Association (IPPA) was established in 1988 to serve as an advocate for the              
revitalization of the Inlet section of Atlantic City.  Comprised of a diverse coalition of residents, business people, 
governmental organizations and community leaders, IPPA successfully raised public awareness of both the needs 
and many attributes of the area.  In 1993, the organization adopted the historic Absecon Lighthouse as a major 
focus of its energies. IPPA obtained a lease of the lighthouse and its two-acre site from the New Jersey State        
Division of Parks and Forestry in 1996 and raised over $3.4 million to support its restoration.   
Now, IPPAôs stated mission is to:  "Preserve, interpret and operate Absecon Lighthouse site, educate the 

public of its rich history, and advocate the successful redevelopment of the Lighthouse District."   
In 1997, IPPA began the physical restoration of historic Absecon Lighthouse, New Jerseyôs tallest, and the 

countryôs third tallest. Work on the Lighthouse tower was completed in 1998. The tower was opened to the public 
in 1999, and the Keeperôs House museum and gift shop opened to visitors in October 2001. Restoration of the  
                                                                (continued on page seven) 
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historic two-acre site was completed in 2003, 
making the lighthouse and grounds accessible to 
the visiting public. Since the reopening of the 
lighthouse tower in 1999, over 500,000 visitors 
have learned of its remarkable history. Exhibitions 
in the keeperôs house provide access to rare            
historic photographs and offer an overview of the 
history of Absecon Lighthouse and its restoration. 
A TV shows 5 live views from the top to                
accommodate our differently abled visitors.     
A curriculum-based educational program, 

ñSailors, Seafood and Life-Saving,ò was intro-
duced in 2000, serving elementary school teachers 
and students. An exhibit featuring the history of 
the first-order Fresnel lens was installed in the old 

oil house in 2007.  
    The ñWacky Wednesdaysò summer maritime           
educational series was launched in 2008, and 
Atlantic City ñKids Light Up the Artsò                    
educational series in 2010. A 21-bed                           
community garden for First Ward residents was 
installed in 2012 and adds an amazing visual 
element to the two-acre property. An extensive 
calendar of special events attracts new and            
repeat visitors, thus diversifying our audience. 
An investment of funding will ensure the                
continued operation of Absecon Lighthouse as 
a fully accessible historic site and a dynamic 
educational resource for the Atlantic City                    

community, New Jersey residents, and visitors. 
For upcoming events, please visit abseconlighthouse.org.    

Honoring the Enslaved at the William Trent House 
Unveiling of a New Jersey Black Heritage Trail Marker 

 
     The Trent House Association is honored to be a site on the 
New Jersey Black Heritage Trail and invited all to attend the 
unveiling of the site marker on December 3. The Trent House 
is located at 15 Market Street in Trenton, across from the 
Hughes Justice Complex.   
     The New Jersey Black Heritage Trail was signed into law 
by Governor Murphy on September 7, 2022. The legislation 
directed the New Jersey Historical Commission to establish a 
Black Heritage Trail ñto promote awareness and appreciation 
of Black history, heritage, and cultureò that will ñhighlight 
Black heritage sites through historical markers and a trail-like 
path that connects the stories of Black life and resiliency.ò 
 
   (continued on page eight) 
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     The William Trent House was among the first cohort of 32 sites, and now among the total of 73 across 
the state, selected for the Black Heritage Trail. The marker at the Trent House honors the eleven enslaved 
people who lived and worked on William Trentôs plantation in the early 1700s. Yaff, Joan, Bob, Dick,              
Nanny, Tom, Bossin, Julius, Harry, Pedro, and Cupid contributed to the beginnings of Trenton and the 
wealth of West Jersey colonists like Trent. What we know of their lives is told at the Trent House in tours, 
exhibits, and videos. 
     The William Trent House Museum is a National Historic Landmark in the Crossroads of the American 
Revolution National Heritage Area and on the Washington-Rochambeau Revolutionary Route National    
Historic Trail and the New Jersey Black Heritage Trail. The museum is dedicated to sharing the authentic 
history of the house, property, and people with our communities, connecting the past with today and              
tomorrow. 
     Owned by the City of Trenton, it is operated by the Trent House Association, which is supported by the 
generosity of its donors; by grants from the New Jersey Council for the Humanities, the New Jersey Cultural 
Trust, the New Jersey Historic Trust, the Mercer County Cultural and Heritage Commission with funding 
from the New Jersey Historical Commission, and the Bunbury Fund and the New Jersey Arts & Culture            
Renewal Fund of the Princeton Area Community Foundation; and by contributions from NJM Insurance 
Group and Orion General Contractors. For more information, visit www.williamtrenthouse.org or email the 
staff at scarneytrenthouse@outlook.com. 
 

East Jersey Bound 
 
Interested in learning more about the early Scots in East New Jersey, how they came to 

immigrate and what became of them?  
 
     East Jersey Bound https://eastjerseybound.scot is a new website which can help you. It hosts a freely          
accessible genealogical database containing details of over 600 emigrants who arrived before 1702. There 
are also more than 2,000 of their kin and associates going back and forward a generation or so and                       
connecting with other settler families. 
     Itôs a spin-off from research at the University of Glasgow which homed in on the Scots immigrants to 
East Jersey in the 1680s. There was a remarkable mix of Royalists, Quakers, and transported Covenanters.  
     The website summarises the research findings and seeks to add flesh to the content of the database 
through pen portraits and in other ways. This is work in progress, with further records and sources to be             
included in the database and articles to be added to the site.    
     Full use is made of original records from the New Jersey State Archives, National Records of Scotland 
and a host of other sources. The             
research has uncovered new or             
hidden information of about many              
of the immigrants including Andrew 
Hamilton, Thomas Gordon and              
Walter Ker.   
     There is a database user guide and 
extra resources such as glossaries of 
contemporary terms to aid interpreta-
tion of the records.  
     East Jersey Bound is the work of 
Derrick Johnstone, a Research             
Affiliate at the University of                 
Glasgow, Secretary of the Old                
Edinburgh Club (the cityôs history 
society). Derrick can be contacted at 
info@eastjerseybound.scot.  

about:blank
mailto:scarneytrenthouse@outlook.com
https://eastjerseybound.scot
mailto:info@eastjerseybound.scot
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Raritan Borough Celebrates Another Town Mural 

     Raritan Borough's Historic and Cultural Committee is proud to present a new mural entitled ñWelcome 
to Historic Raritan,ò which was painted by Jennifer Guarino. This mural reminds us of our early history: 
the land purchase from Native Americans, the digging of a water-power canal, and the Star Mill, which 
ground wheat into flour. In the forefront is an image of a young woman and her loom. At our famous woolen 
mills, it was a top job when you were assigned your own loom. Emma Cardarelli, a Raritan native, had her                   
photograph taken with her loom to show how proud she was of this achievement.                                                            
     Behind Emma is a group of mill hands, probably the ones who referred to the mills as Raritan U., a place 
where you learned many important life lessons. The church on the left was attended by Senator Joseph S. 
Frelinghuysen and visited by President Warren G. Harding in 1921. Stop by to see the mural on the Wall 
Street side of Mangia Buono, at the corner with Somerset Street in historic Raritan. 

Celebrate 14 Years of the Paterson Great Falls and Help Keep the Spirit Alive! 
 
     November 7, 2025, marked the 14th anniversary of The Paterson Great Fall National Historical Park. This was a 
moment to honor the vision, advocacy, and pride that brought this national treasure to life. 
     When the park was established in 2011, it fulfilled Alexander Hamiltonôs dream of transforming the power of the 
Great Falls into a symbol of American ingenuity and progress. Patersonôs story, built by the hands and hearts of 
countless immigrants, innovators, and workers,  continues to            
inspire us all. 
     But this year, as we celebrated, our joy was tempered by the 
federal government shutdown. Without our dedicated National 
Park Service rangers, the park feels quieter, and the celebration 
less complete. These stewards are essential to preserving our his-
tory and welcoming visitors year-round. 
    Now more than ever, we need your help to ensure the park          
remains resilient and ready for the future. Please consider making 
a gift to our Resiliency Fund. Your support helps sustain educa-
tional programs, community partnerships, and preservation efforts 
that keep the legacy of the Great Falls alive, even in challenging 
times.  
     Visit https://TheHamiltonPartnership.com.   

https://u36313589.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.75PzYk9oC4bUywh-2BmqwgriBkRt4-2BR2PQm3DurC-2B6rXK6UBCfIaeCyOnY5gw3K8p4Nl9ti-2FZOwCCxu6YUgciudnqZKxpFr4oFDfi2S7wJ0SBMKTO-2BRKVWWDpUjiNqyUPkbnaW-2BfhBLupLLXyDWTKwXPIf4BjlEiMUW74AOxZPec89kr7s15dryy2lu-2B6rW30ga
https://u36313589.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.75PzYk9oC4bUywh-2BmqwgriBkRt4-2BR2PQm3DurC-2B6rXK6UBCfIaeCyOnY5gw3K8p4Nl9ti-2FZOwCCxu6YUgciudnqZKxpFr4oFDfi2S7wJ0SBMKTO-2BRKVWWDpUjiNqyUPkbnaW-2BfhBLupLLXyDWTKwXPIf4BjlEiMUW74AOxZPec89kr7s15dryy2lu-2B6rW30g7
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Tram Car #8 saved from the scrap yard by the Wildwood Historical Society 
 

     Tram Car #8 has been saved from the scrap yard! We are relieved it is now safe and awaiting its next                   
chapter. The plan is to remove the Coca-Cola wrap, patch up rusty 
spots, reattach the overhang with new posts, and return it to the blue 
and yellow color scheme. The finished product will be moved inside 
the Wildwood Historical Museum where patrons can sit inside, hit the 
ñwatch the tram car, pleaseò button, and have their photo taken. We 
have already begun making space inside for the finished tram car. 
     This is one of the 1963 fleet that was fabricated in Camden, NJ and 
commissioned by Gilbert Ramagosa, son of Sebastian Ramagosa who 
was responsible for bringing the first five tram cars to Wildwood in 
1949. Previously they were part of the 1939 New York Worldôs Fair.      
     There are several traditional tram car engines still in operation on 
the boardwalk from all eras: 1949, 1963 and 2007. While we will get 
engine #8 looking spiffy for photo ops, it will not be fit for operation. 
It was retired at the end of the 2025 season. 
     Many thanks to Pat Rosenello, president of the Special Improvement District for donating Tram Car #8 to 
the Wildwood Historical Society, Righterôs Towing and the tram car maintenance team for carefully transport-
ing it to us, ABS Signs for the pending restoration, the Cape May County Herald for its coverage, and to               
everyone who has made a purchase or donation on our website, wildwoodhistoricalmuseum.com. 
     We still have a long and expensive road ahead, so please consider doing your holiday shopping with us. We 
are an independent nonprofit trying to preserve history as best as we can. There are still plenty of our popular 
2026 Wildwood history calendars left at https://www.wildwoodhistoricalmuseum.com/product-page/the-
official-2026-wildwood-historical-society-calendar. 
     Thank you again for your support, and we are excited for the next phase of our tram car restoration project! 
     For more information, visit wildwoodhistoricalmuseum.com. 
Wildwood Historical Society, 3907 Pacific Avenue, Wildwood, NJ 08260; 609.523.0277;                                        
wildwoodhistoricalsociety@hotmail.com. 

League Partners with PastPerfect to Offer 30%          
Discount for Purchases in March 2026 

 
   

    The League of Historical Societies of New Jersey has                    
partnered with PastPerfect Software to again provide                    
member organizations with a 30% discount on all desktop  
software purchases over $100!   
 

    PastPerfect Software is the trusted software source for over 275 
museums and cultural institutions in New Jersey and over 11,000 
organizations around the world. This is an exclusive offer for 
League members in good standing, with 2026 dues paid. The 
offer is a 30% discount on standard pricing for all PastPerfect 
desktop software products when your purchase is over $100. Whether you need the entire 
PastPerfect system, a PastPerfect 5.0 Upgrade, or a way to share you collections online, April will 
be a great time to save.  

 

This offer is valid for orders placed between March 1 and 31, 2026. To take advantage of this 
discount, call 1-800-562-6080 and mention the LHSNJ bulk discount. Even though PastPerfect is 
considering this a ñbulk order,ò they will ship the software directly to your organization.  

 

The League is excited to offer this opportunity and urges you to take advantage the        
PastPerfect discount this March.          www.pastperfect.com  
  

https://www.wildwoodhistoricalmuseum.com/blog/hashtags/8
https://www.wildwoodhistoricalmuseum.com/blog/hashtags/8
https://www.wildwoodhistoricalmuseum.com/blog/hashtags/8
https://capemaycountyherald.com/article/saving-a-wildwood-tram-car-from-the-junkyard/
http://wildwoodhistoricalmuseum.com
https://www.wildwoodhistoricalmuseum.com/product-page/the-official-2026-wildwood-historical-society-calendar
https://www.wildwoodhistoricalmuseum.com/product-page/the-official-2026-wildwood-historical-society-calendar
http://wildwoodhistoricalmuseum.com/
mailto:wildwoodhistoricalsociety@hotmail.com
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Middletown Township: Volume III (1997) 
Middletown in the Twentieth Century (1999) 
Middletown: Monmouth County, New Jersey (2008) 
Monmouth Beach and Sea Bright (1998) 
Monmouth County: Past and Present (2013) 
Monmouth County, New Jersey (1998) 
Monmouth County Revolutionary War Sites (2025) 
Monmouth County Historic Landmarks (2011) 
New York City's Financial District (NY) in Vintage  
     Postcards (2000) 
Piscataway Township (2001) 
Red Bank (1995) 
Red Bank: Volume II (1996) 
Red Bank: Volume III (1998) 
Red Bank in the Twentieth Century (1997) 
Rumson (1996) 
Rumson: Volume II (1997) 
Rumson: Shaping a Superlative Suburb (2003) 
Shrewsbury (1996) 
Shrewsbury: Volume II (1998) 
Sandy Hook (1999) 
Times Square and 42nd Street in Vintage Postcards 
(Postcard History Series) (2000) 
Tinton Falls in the Twentieth Century (1999) 

Atlantic Highlands (1996) 
Allentown and Upper Freehold Township (2001) 
Along Broadway (2007) 
The Birth of the Jersey Shore: The Personalities &    
    Politics that Built America's Resort (2015) 
Greetings from Brooklyn (2011) 
Brooklyn, New York in Vintage Postcards (Postcard  
    History Series) (1999) 
Colts Neck (1998) 
Explosion at Morgan: World War I Middlesex              
   Munitions Disaster (2012) 
Fair Haven (1997) 
Fair Haven: The Making of a Modern Town (1999) 
Hoboken: History & Architecture at a Glance (2010) 
Jersey City in Vintage Postcards (1999) 
Jersey City: A Monumental History (2007) 
Keansburg (1997) 
Long Branch: People and Places (1998) 
Long Branch, New Jersey: Reinventing a Resort  
    (2009) 
Lost Monmouth County (2021) 
Marlboro Township (1999) 
Middletown Township (1994) 
Middletown Township: Volume II (1995) 

Somerset Patriots to Change Name to Honor the 250th! 
 
      Hear ye! Hear ye! In celebration of the 250th birthday of our United 
States of America, the Somerset Patriots are pleased to decree that they 
shall play four games this season as the Somerset Semiquincentennials. 
     Three contests will take place on July 3rd, 4th, and 5th, followed by           
a fourth skirmish during our annual Revolutionary Revelry game just a 
few fortnights later on the 15th of August. These four engagements will 
be filled with jollification for the entire family and in high demand, so arrange for your                
admissions now! 
www.milb.com/somerset/community/semiquincentennials 

The Presidentôs Corner (continued from page two) 
                
Commission and had been a member of the commission board since leaving that role. He was the president of the               
Middletown Historical Society and head of the Middletown Library Board for many years. He won numerous awards for 
his research and dedication to local history, including the M. Claire French Award for leadership in historic preservation. 
And if it wasnôt enough to be a New Jersey history guru, Randy was a weekly attendee at the Metropolitan Opera, the New 
York Philharmonic and enjoyed the Red Bank Chamber Music concerts when held. Comments on his obituary page came 
from the ushers and staff in New York who remembered this kind brilliant man and would miss seeing him weekly. His 
obituary noted that his passing immediately followed his attendance at his favorite opera, Mozart's Don Giovanni, and that 
he ólived his life fully and with abundant interest and joy.ô 
     As a tribute to Randall Gabrielan, please buy and read one of his wonderful books. As an author, I can assure you, he 
will be smiling from heaven. His final book, Monmouth County Revolutionary War Sites, was released last summer in July 
2025. 

Books by Randall Gabrielan 

https://www.milb.com/somerset/community/semiquincentennials
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Do You Know Your State Symbols? 
 
   Would you believe that New Jersey has over twenty state symbols? In this continuing series, we will introduce 
you to several of our symbols in each newsletter issue. We began in September with the earliest and perhaps most 
well-known, and are working our way up to the most recent. In the last issue, we introduced you to the state flag, 
bird, tree, and flower.  
    Now letôs look at four more state symbols. 
 
New Jerseyôs state insect is the honeybee, which makes    
honey for sweetening our meals and beeswax to smooth things 
out. Honeybees also pollinate our flowers, including our state 
flower, the violet. The honey bee became the state insect when 
the Legislature enacted the bill, A-671, and Gov. Brendan  
Byrne signed it on June 20, 1974.  They were encouraged by a 
group of children from the Sunnybrae School in Hamilton 
Township. The children went to the State House with a 
presentation that included a song and a poem.  
 

 
  
 
Michael McCarthy and his fifth grade class at Our Lady of 
Victories School in Harrington Park and James Sweetman, an 
eighth grader from Freehold, helped make the horse New             
Jerseyôs state animal in 1977. The horse is included on the 
state seal. Horses were very important to farming. Today,             
people continue to raise horses in New Jersey.  
 
 
 

 
If you find a brook trout, you know the water is good quality 
because brook trout can't survive in polluted water. The 
brook trout is the state fish of New Jersey and is the only 
trout species native to the state. It is popular among                   
recreational fishermen and the stateôs Division of Fish and 
Wildlife raises and releases this and several other trout          
species every year. This species is sensitive to warming              
water.  
 
 

 
 
The Square Dance has been designated as the                  
American Folk Dance of the State of New Jersey by 
Joint Resolution No. 1, 1983. Many of you may have 
learned to square dance in elementary school. 
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Jay Bird 
Lisa Gongloff 
James Hewitt 

Howell Heritage & Historical Society 
David E. Leach III 
William Mikita 

John Schneider 
Elizabeth Sweeney 

Union County Office of Cultural and              
Heritage Affairs 
Dana Williams 

 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS! 

Job seekers can also post their resumes. 

wŀŎƘŜƭ CŜǊǊŀƴǘŜ 
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Dear League Members, 
    We hope that you will patronize our business supporters. Please      
consider inviting retail or commercial businesses to become Business 
Members of the League of Historical Societies of New Jersey and               
support our mission of promoting the preservation of the historical            
heritage of New Jersey by stimulating among  member organizations 
the development of programs, projects, and publications that celebrate 
this heritage.  

OUR BUSINESS SUPPORTERS 


