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Harriet Tubman Museum Opens

****************

YouTube. This museum had been featured on the Smithsonian’s list of Top
Ten Most Anticipated Museum Openings for 2020, quite an honor.
The museum reopened just in time for our visit to Cape May. Our tour
began with an introduction by Bob Mullock, chair of the Board of Trustees,

On Juneteenth 2021 the new Harriet Tubman Museum celebrated with a
Paterson Museum and the Paterson
program
at Rotary Park in Cape May. About 200 people gathered to hear
Museum Foundation, Paterson,
speakers
and
listen to African drumming; many more experienced it live on
Passaic County
Registration for and directions
on p. 19-20

who explained how the former parsonage of the
Macedonia Baptist Church was transformed into a
museum.
In the Africa Room we learned where the slaves
came from and how they were transported to the
Americas. One photo (see page three) showed the main
mosque and school in Djenné, Mali, a center of
culture, trade, and scholarship in the 15th century and
illustrated the extent of the civilization in this
area. A map (see page three) showed the major trade
routes.
The Grand Gallery contains the featured sculptures:
•

A bust by Kate Brockman titled Fearless in Fear:
A Young Harriet Tubman, won the Gold Medal and
Charlotte Geffken Prize at the National Sculpture
Society’s annual awards this year—awarded on
June 19, 2021, the same day as the Grand Opening
of the Museum.
(continued on page three)

SAVE THESE DATES FOR UPCOMING LEAGUE MEETINGS
November 6, 2021—Paterson Museum and the Paterson Museum Foundation, Paterson, Passaic County
Winter 2022—Camden County Historical Society/Camden County History Alliance, Camden County
June 2022—South River Historical & Preservation Society, South River, Middlesex County
Fall 2022 — Sparta Historical Society, Sparta, Sussex County
Winter 2023—Southern Region — open
June 2023—Bordentown Historical Society, Bordentown, Burlington County
Fall 2023—American Labor Museum/Botto House, Haledon, Passaic County
We encourage your society to host a future League meeting. If you would like this opportunity to showcase
your site, just contact Linda Barth, 908-240-0488, barthlinda123@aol.com, and she will put you in touch with
the regional vice-president for your area. We look forward to visiting YOUR town some day soon.
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We are happy to
report that during the
month of April, six
League members took
advantage of the
PastPerfect discount
and bought new or
updated software for
their organization.
Those participating
were:
Greate Egg Harbour
Township Historical
Society
Lake Mohawk Historic
Committee
Madison Historical Society
Merchants and Drovers
Tavern Museum
Roebling Museum

DEADLINE: Submissions for the January issue of League News must be on the editor’s
desk no later than December 15, 2021. Please send all items to: Linda Barth, 214 North
Bridge Street, Somerville, New Jersey 08876; barthlinda123@aol.com.
Material submitted electronically should be in WORD format. Photographs will
be scanned and returned. Digital photographs should be submitted in .jpeg or .tif.
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Somers Point Historical
Society

•

Wesley Wofford’s sculpture, Harriet Tubman: The Journey to Freedom, was on the fall 2020 cover of
Sculpture Review magazine, the National Sculpture Society's publication.

Other exhibits tell the stories of Stephen Smith, a Cape May entrepreneur who bought his freedom and became one of the wealthiest residents; Sen. Charles Sumner, an abolitionist who supported equal rights for people
of color; and William Still, Philadelphia abolitionist and a conductor on the Underground Railroad. (The script
for the Still video was written by Barbara Dreyfuss.)
The last stop, the Legacy Room, focuses on Black businesses in Cape May and the story of the museum’s
development.
Currently, all admissions are timed entry/guided tours. The staff is looking at designating certain hours as selfguided. There are also plans to develop an app and virtual guide that can be used inside and outside of the
museum.
Harriet Tubman Museum, 632 Lafayette Street, Cape May; info@harriettubmanmuseum.org;
www.harriettubmanmuseum.org.
Wednesday 10am - 5pm
Thursday 10am - 5pm
Friday 10am - 5pm
Saturday 10am - 5pm
Sunday 2pm - 5pm
Admission to the museum is $10 for adults, $5
for children 10 and under, plus applicable
ticket processing fees.
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Kevin Hale Publication Awards for 2020
The League Publication Committee has announced the winners of the 2020 Kevin Hale Publications Awards:
Newsletters:
1st Place: Boonton Historical Society and Museum Newsletter, “Gem Of The Mountains”
2nd Place: South River Historical and Preservation News
3rd Place: Historical Society of Bloomfield Newsletter, “The New Town Crier”
Booklet: The Durand-Hedden House and Garden Association for the booklet: “Slavery In New Jersey:
A Troubled History”
Although they could not qualify for an award, the Hale Publication Committee would like to give a special
mention to Glen Ridge Historical Society for the special issue of their newsletter, “The Gaslamp, Illuminating
Our Past,” which examined Race in Glen Ridge.
Many thanks to our committee: J.B. Vogt, chair; James Lewis, Kate Malcolm, and Pary Tell.

What is New Jersey History Day? It’s not just a day, it's an experience!
The New Jersey History Day program is an affiliate of National History Day (NHD), an exciting education
program that engages students in the process of discovery and interpretation of historical topics. Either individually or in a group, students present their historical research on a topic related to the competition’s
annual theme in the form of a performance, exhibit, documentary, website, or paper. These projects are
then evaluated at local, regional, and state competitions that culminate in a national contest every
June at the University of Maryland, College Park.
The History Day program is open to all students in grades 6-12. Usually the students who have been
chosen as finalists present their projects in person at William Paterson University in Wayne. Of course, this
year, the judges had to view and evaluate projects online.
This year’s theme, “Communication in History: The Key to Understanding,” allowed students to choose
from many topics worldwide. We examined only the New Jersey topics and chose as our award-winners:
Exhibit: Glassboro Welcomes President Johnson and Premier Kosygin by Niranjan Mohanjaj, Community
Middle School, West Windsor-Plainsboro. Teacher: Rebecca McLelland-Crawley.
Teacher Teresa Leary looks on as Emily Huang and Emily
Yun receive the award from Linda Barth of the League of
Historical Societies of New Jersey.

Documentary: Sandy Hook Lighthouse: Leading with a
Light by Emily Huang and Emily Yun, The Cranbury
School, Cranbury; teacher: Teresa Leary.
Paper: Miss America Protest: The Demonstration that
Sparked the Women’s Liberation Movement by Katelyn
Song of the Charles DeWolf Middle School, Old Tappan.
Teacher: Jessica Swerdloff
In May, executive director Linda Barth visited one of
the three winners and presented the League awards.

To get involved in 2022, contact Nancy Norris-Bauer,
William Paterson University, Office of Professional Development and School/Community Partnerships, 300 Pompton
Road, Suite V4025, Wayne, NJ 07470;
njhistoryday@wpunj.edu.
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250th Anniversary of Our Country’s Birth
What is Revolution NJ?
Revolution NJ is a partnership between the New Jersey Historical Commission (NJHC), a division of the
New Jersey Department of State, and the nonprofit Crossroads of the American Revolution (Crossroads) to plan
the commemoration of the 250th anniversary of the American Revolution in New Jersey. The initiative has
developed the following resources for organizations and individuals seeking to learn more and plan for the
250th. More information is also available on the Crossroads website, https://revolutionarynj.org/revolution-nj/.
Revolution NJ Strategic Framework
Revolution NJ Interpretative Framework
Crossroads Site and Visitor Readiness Assessment

These items can be found at https://nj.gov/state/historical/his-resources.shtml#rnj

Revolution NJ is designed to:
•Provide a statewide framework that will encourage collaboration and cooperation between the many aspects of
the commemoration.
•Support organizations all over the state in preparing for, planning, and executing initiatives that will support
the goals of the commemoration.
•Originate relevant programs and inspire grassroots participation in the commemoration, encouraging history
organizations, schools, civic groups, counties, municipalities, and others to generate programs and events.
Revolution NJ will advance the role that history plays in public discourse, community engagement, education,
tourism, and scholarship in New Jersey. Through a series of initiatives that explore the history of the American
Revolution, its context, and its legacy, Revolution NJ will galvanize diverse audiences statewide into embracing
the enduring value and relevance of history.
Revolution NJ Goals
Goal #1
Tell a diverse and inclusive story about America’s past that invites participation from all New Jerseyans.
Goal #2
Encourage the growth of organizational capacity at New Jersey’s history organizations so that they are better
able to attract, engage, and serve visitors, both during and after Revolution NJ.
Goal #3
Promote heritage tourism in and to New Jersey to increase its positive impact on economic and community
development.
Goal #4
Elevate the value placed on history education in our K–12 schools and universities.
(continued on the next page)
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Goal #5
Demonstrate how understanding the complexity of our history helps us to respond to the present and prepare
for the future.
Goal #6
Increase public and private funding for history in New Jersey.
To read the Revolution NJ Strategic Framework in its entirety, please visit https://revolutionarynj.org/
revolution-nj-resources/. You will find the full document, including a more detailed Project Summary,
priorities, and strategies for each of the six goals, and an appendix highlighting key takeaways from the listening sessions. If you have any questions, please contact Marc Lorenc at marc.lorenc@sos.nj.gov or Madeleine
Rosenberg at madeleine.rosenberg@sos.nj.gov.

Dr. Still Center digs up new questions about the American Dream
By Alyssa Biederman, Staff Writer/The Sun Newspapers

For years, the American Dream has been defined by
the idea that if you work hard enough, you can achieve
anything.
To many, Medford’s hometown hero, Dr. James
Still, embodies that sentiment. The child of slaves, he
began practicing medicine for neighbors and friends
and eventually opened his own practice.
Still’s story enthralled Marc Lorenc, a North Jersey
native working toward a PhD in archaeology. Lorenc
recognized Still’s drive but wondered if the American
Dream was so cut and dry.
“I specifically was really interested in just the way
the public engaged with the Dr. Still story, like the
success story from the rags to riches,” Lorenc
explained. “I was always interested in exploring that
idea of the American dream. What does it actually
mean? What does it look like? How is it complicated?”
He contacted the Dr. James Still Center in Medford
with a plan to host archaeological digs on the site of the doctor’s former home. The excavations, which came to
fruition in 2016 and 2017, included descendant and community members at multiple levels throughout the project, something Lorenc said was essential to understanding how and why the public commemorates individual
success stories in relation to American Dream mythos.
“Archaeology is more about remembering something that was lost or something that was buried, and then
grappling with the legacy of how and why those things were buried or lost,” he noted. “We’re trying to rebuild
some of that collective memory and share some of those experiences and stories that people came into the site
with.”
Samuel Still, Dr. Still’s second great-grand nephew and chair of the Still Center, participated in a few of the
digs and was fascinated by the objects found, including medical bottles and a wood stove.
“I’ve been telling this story since I was 13 years old,” Samuel Still said. “[The dig] made it all come back
home. It made it become more real than just somebody writing something in a book.”
During the digs, Lorenc interviewed volunteers about why Dr. Still’s story resonated with them. He found
many people were inspired by the doctor’s ability to achieve success through financial hardships.
“It is an amazing story, and I don’t want to take away from it, but I want us to be critical of the context in
which it was happening,” Lorenc said, noting that Still had mentioned the people who helped him.
Lorenc remembered a quote from Still relating people to plants: “They are best cultivated.”
“I really started grappling with some of those conversations I was hearing from community members who
(continued on the next page)
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felt stretched thin by the current economic system, some of those folks who found hope in that personal story to
get their way out of their current situations,” Lorenc explained.
Through the digs, he saw firsthand the way archaeology brought people together and could provide
opportunities to financially and socially underserved groups.
“Archaeology has, for the majority of its existence, been a rich person’s game,” Lorenc said. “I think the more
we open up spaces to people that have been
closed off to them, the better we are.”
Lorenc plans to hold more community
excavations at the center in future years,
but Samuel Still wants to create more
opportunities in the meantime. The center
will open a new visitors center this summer, and Still hopes to soon offer community wellness programming on topics like
yoga and healthy eating.
“We’re trying to create a place where
people of color, and not just people of color
but anybody, can come and learn how to be
healthy,” he said. “I think that’s something
that [Dr. Still] would appreciate.”
The Dr. James Still Center is one of the
only African American history sites in New
Jersey.
“I wanted to make sure I leave something for the next generation,” Samuel Still
said. “Too much of history is forgotten.
If we all took time to learn everybody’s history, we all would have a better appreciation of each other.
“I think that’s really important now.”
The Dr. James Still Center is located at 211 Church Rd, Medford, NJ 08055; www.drjamesstillcenter.org;
856-367-1704

Middlesex County park named for first Black man to vote in US — a Perth Amboy resident
By Susan Loyer, GannettNJ.com

PERTH AMBOY – Middlesex County’s newest park has been named in honor of a city resident who was the first
African American to vote in the United States after the 15th Amendment to the Constitution granted Black men
the right.
The Middlesex County Board of Commissioners named the park, located along the waterfront in Perth
Amboy, Thomas Mundy Peterson Park. The park is scheduled to open early this summer.
The park will include a synthetic turf multi-use field that can host soccer or football, a synthetic turf field that is
adjustable for softball and baseball because it includes a portable mound, a waterfront walkway with views of the
Arthur Kill, and park benches. The park will also feature a parking lot and comfort stations for visitors.
The park is a collaborative effort between Middlesex County and Perth Amboy. The county will provide
management and maintenance of the park, while the city will handle matters related to enforcement and public
safety.
The park was created with funding provided by a grant from the Middlesex County Open Space Recreation and
Farmland and Historic Preservation Trust Fund, which covered the acquisition of the land and construction of the
park, and with substantial support from the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection.
Thomas Mundy Peterson was born on Oct. 6, 1824 in what is now Metuchen. His mother was a former slave
and his father, also Thomas, was a freedman who worked and lived on the farm of Ezra Mundy. In 1828, the
Peterson family moved to Perth Amboy. Records indicate that Peterson worked several jobs throughout his
lifetime, including as a janitor at Perth Amboy’s School No. 1, now named the Thomas Peterson Elementary
School in his honor.
(continued on the next page)
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New Park Named for Peterson (continued)
On March 31, 1870, Peterson voted in a local city election which asked if the citizens of Perth Amboy would
accept or reject revisions that had been made to their city’s charter. Peterson voted in favor of the revisions,
which were accepted by a vote of 230 to 63. When additional minor changes were required in January of 1871,
Peterson was among the seven men appointed to the committee to make those changes.
By dropping his ballot into the box, Peterson made history as the first African American man in the nation to
cast a vote under the 15th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, which had been certified as law the previous day.
He was presented with a gold medal recognizing this achievement on May 30, 1884 – then known as Decoration
Day but now officially known as Memorial Day, the release said.
Peterson served as a delegate at the Middlesex County Republican Convention, likely in 1880. Records show
that by 1886, Peterson had left the Republican Party to be a delegate in the New Jersey gubernatorial convention
of the Prohibition Party. Peterson also served as a Middlesex County juror, and evidence suggests that he ran, albeit unsuccessfully, for elected office several times, the release said.
Peterson died in Perth Amboy on Feb. 4, 1904 at the age of 79. On April 3, 1998, the New Jersey Legislature
passed a resolution that March 31 be known throughout the state as Thomas Mundy Peterson Day.
“The new Thomas Mundy Peterson Park will showcase our city’s beautiful waterfront and serve as a location
for our community to gather and enjoy the outdoors,” said Mayor Helmin Caba. “It is especially significant that
the park will be named in honor of a Perth Amboy citizen who played such an important role in the history of our
city – and of America. I look forward to seeing residents of Perth Amboy, of Middlesex County – and of all of
New Jersey – enjoying Thomas Mundy Peterson Park.”
Email: sloyer@gannettnj.com
Susan Loyer covers Middlesex County and more for MyCentralJersey.com. To get unlimited access to her
work, please subscribe or activate your digital account today.

SPOTLIGHT ON OUR MEMBERS
Atlantic County Historical Society
The Atlantic County Historical
Society (ACHS) was founded in 1913
in Pleasantville after a group of local
matrons met to discuss how to preserve the local history.
For approximately 30 years, until the early 1940s, the
society was basically homeless, with artifacts, documents,
family Bibles, and records stored in members’ homes, and
the Atlantic City and Pleasantville Public Libraries.
Eventually the collection was displayed in a room at the
Atlantic City Convention Center in the 1930s. In 1937, heirs
of the Somers family donated the Somers Mansion to the
society, which, in turn, because of a lack of funds, deeded
the c.1726 mansion to the State of New Jersey to be
maintained as a museum, with artifacts on loan from the
society. That arrangement continues to the present with a
tour guide provided by the state on weekends.
In 1968, ACHS constructed a 3-story building (pictured
above), having outgrown the limited space provided by the
mansion. The structure now also includes a handicappedaccessible addition, with elevator. The society library and
museum are open to the public four days each week, with a
fifth day exclusively devoted to in-house work projects.
As with most societies, we present several programs
each year to the public and additionally hold fundraising
events, such as the art show pictured at the left. We will
finally reopen our doors to the public on September 8th.
(continued on the next page)
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The society also owns the Risley Homestead (at right) in
Northfield and conducts regular tours of this original 18th-century
home (partially modernized) of Risley family oystermen;
the homestead and the Somers Mansion are listed in the National
Register of Historic Places.
ACHS has published an annual yearbook since 1948 with
detailed genealogical information of the early county families, as
well as other historical research. Also, since at least the early
1990s, we have produced a quarterly newsletter of coming events,
event reviews, accession information and short items of historical
interest.
The society has proudly participated in the Veterans History Project since 2007, interviewing veterans from
all services, wartime and peacetime, recording the interviews, transcribing them and sending them to the Library
of Congress, along with any supporting documents and photos. Each year we hold a Meet ‘n’ Greet for the current interviewees and their families, and each veteran is presented with a personalized quilt from the Quilts of
Valor organization. To date, with a partial pause for the pandemic, we have interviewed more than 425 veterans.

Historical Society of Plainfield
Celebrating the Centennial of the Historical Society of Plainfield
The Drake House Museum (left) is Plainﬁeld’s
historic link with its colonial past. It was built in
1746 by Isaac Drake as a home for his son,
Nathaniel. The original farmhouse was a typical
New Jersey one-and-a-half-story building, with four
rooms and a lean-to kitchen on the ﬁrst ﬂoor and
a loft. In 1864, it was purchased from the Drake
family by John S. Harberger of New York City,
president of the Manhattan Banking Company
which later became the Chase Manhattan
Bank. Harberger made many Victorian architectural
additions. He extended the downstairs hall and
added the library. By raising the roof, he made the
loft into a music room, and the towers he built completed the Victorian architectural style.
The Drake House is a fully furnished colonial and Victorian period house museum. The society owns a
collection of fine and decorative arts, period furniture, maps, charts, documents, costumes, quilts, and artifacts.
The society’s collection includes paintings by Civil War artist Julian Scott, a cannon captured during the Battle
of Mobile, a Drake Family painting, Bible and furniture, and a quilt made by the granddaughter of a signer of the
Declaration of Independence. A document of historical significance is Isaac Drake’s will, a legal document, that
provided for the freeing of the family’s four enslaved people, Cate, Tom, Tone, and Caesar. Cate was freed in
1759, and Isaac’s will provided for the freedom of Tom, Tone, and Caesar in 1769. One of Nathaniel Drake’s
great grandsons, Charles Daniel Drake, was an attorney, and took the
initial depositions for Dred Scott and his wife.
It was at the Drake House that George Washington consulted with
his officers during and after the Battle of Short Hills, which was
fought over the entire Plainﬁeld area on June 25-27, 1777. Nathaniel
Drake, his wife, Dorothy, and his daughters, Sarah and Phebe, were
all patriots. Their sons, Abraham, Cornelius and Isaac, served in the
Essex and Somerset Counties militia, and their freed slave, Caesar,
was a wagoner with the Continental forces.
The Historical Society of Plainfield was established in 1921 to
Wall clock, mid-19th century
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save the Drake House from demolition. The following year, the society deeded the property to the City of
Plainfield “for the purpose of establishing a museum for the citizens of Plainfield.” Since that time the City of
Plainfield and the society have maintained a public/private partnership. The Historical Society of Plainfield is
incorporated by the State of New Jersey and is designated by the IRS as a 501 (c) (3) non-profit organization.
Hopewell Valley Historical Society
The Hopewell Valley Historical Society was formed in 1975 by a group
of individuals interested in preserving the rich history of Hopewell Township,
including the boroughs of Hopewell and Pennington, and the villages of
Harbourton, Mt. Rose, Titusville, Washington Crossing, and Woodsville,
located in Mercer County, New Jersey.
The society is an independent, nonprofit organization of volunteers, funded
primarily by membership, which supports the ongoing work it does to help
keep local history alive.
The public may visit the collections at the Hopewell Township branch of
the Mercer County Library at 245 Pennington-Titusville Road, Pennington,
NJ 08534 (next to the Hopewell Valley Central High School). The room is
staffed on Thursdays from noon to 4 p.m. One of the most important aspects
of the Hopewell Valley Historical Society’s mission is collecting and preserving material related to the Hopewell
Valley’s rich heritage.
If you would like to visit, or know more, please send an e-mail
to hvhswebsite@gmail.com or leave a message at the reference desk of the
library. The society is grateful to Mercer County and to the outstanding
librarians and staff.
From time to time HVHS accepts donations from organizations who are de-accessioning items of historical
interest from their collection, or have records pertaining to a club or group that operated within Hopewell
Valley.
Below is a list of historical material that is available to the public for research. To inquire about these or
other items, send e-mail to hvhswebsite@gmail.com.
• Hopewell Herald/Hopewell Valley News—Available on microfilm, 1881- 2003
• Hopewell Valley Township Maps—Copies of display maps for 1849, 1860, 1875, 1903 available for reference and for sale, showing property owners and business locations
• Hopewell Valley Historical Society Newsletters—Complete set available, 1975, to date, with index
• George H. Frisbie Photograph Collection—Photocopies of images of
Pennington & vicinity, circa 1890-1910, with guide
• Joab Titus Family Papers - Ac. 93.001—Photocopies of papers, Elm Ridge Road & vicinity, with finding
aid
The mission of the society is to preserve the early heritage of Hopewell Valley; sponsor interesting public
programs on history for the community; collect, record, and preserve materials pertaining to the history of the
Hopewell Valley so that they will be accessible to persons for educational purposes; encourage preservation of
existing sites of historical, architectural and/or genealogical interest;
and publish a newsletter with well-researched articles about
Hopewell Valley history.
The society regularly sponsors community programs on local
history, often in partnership with the Hopewell Museum and the
Pennington Library. These programs are typically free and open to
the public.
The Hopewell Valley Heritage Weekend (photo right) brings
together multiple local organizations to promote our local heritage;
it is held annually on Memorial Day weekend.
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Little Free Library at the Paterson Museum
The Paterson Museum is happy to announce the installation of Paterson’s newest Little Free Library.
This library is part of Paterson’s growing Little Free Library network, Little Free Libraries in the Parks.
The Paterson Museum Library, located right outside the entrance to the museum (2 Market Street), provides
free reading material for all ages.
The Little Free Library program, an international initiative, is a book exchange. Participants can take a
book, leave a book, or both. Museum Director Giacomo Destefano explained, “we hope that this library will
provide reading material for Paterson residents, as well as visitors to our historic city.” The library’s design,
which portrays the Great Falls and hints at Paterson’s locomotive history, was created and painted by museum
staff member Mohamed Khalil (pictured below).
Begun in June 2017, Little Free Libraries in the Parks was initiated by Paterson Poet Laureate Talena
Lachelle Queen, whose goal is to place a Little Free Library in every one of Paterson’s 46 parks. Today the
libraries are one of several projects managed by Word Seed Inc., a nonprofit focused on literacy projects in
Paterson. Little Free Libraries in the Parks was the recipient of the Todd H. Bol Award for Outstanding
Achievement in 2019 and nominated again in 2021. To date there are 19 libraries throughout the city.
The Paterson Museum is located at 2 Market Street (on the corner of Market and Spruce Streets) in the
heart of the Paterson Great Falls National Historical Park. To learn more about the Paterson Museum, visit our
website https://patersonmuseum.com/. Like us on Facebook and follow us on Instagram!
All photographs were taken by Giacomo Destefano.
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Passing of Rand Scholet, founder of the Alexander Hamilton Awareness Society (AHA)
In Memory of Rand Scholet (1957-2021)
It is with great sadness that we share the news that Rand Scholet, Founder of the Alexander Hamilton
Awareness Society, passed away on July 29th in his hometown of Clearwater, Florida. He was 64, and leaves his
wife Cyndee, daughter Nicole, and son Brandon, as well as others in his extended family. An extraordinary
individual, Rand was full of kindness, care, and love for people and the world around him.
After a career at IBM as an Executive Business
Transformation Consultant, Rand became fascinated
with the American Revolution and the Early Republic, and he saw enduring value in learning about and
preserving an accurate historical record for future
generations. Deeply inspired by Founding Father
Alexander Hamilton, Rand laid the foundations for
the AHA Society on October 11, 2011, charting its
path ahead as its first president from 2011 to 2019.
Under Rand’s leadership, the AHA Society became
the principal organization for educational initiatives,
public programs, and new research on Alexander
Hamilton.
A passionate speaker, Rand tirelessly promoted
Hamilton’s legacy and brought light to Hamilton’s
profound contributions to our nation. Rand’s endless enthusiasm to connect with individuals has created a
nationwide Hamiltonian network of museums, historical institutions, authors, scholars, researchers, public
History educators, and fellow appreciators of Hamilton.
Respected and consulted as an authority on Hamilton, Rand continued
to learn from every book and every document that came into his hands.
He also contributed to many of the Hamilton- related books published
over the last ten years, devoting a great deal of time and energy to
reviewing manuscripts and providing feedback, guidance, and encouragement to authors. He pointed the way to scholarly investigation and
sharing information in an engaging way, and that will remain our mission as we move ahead together. He has inspired many to follow in his
footsteps. His spirit, energy, and verve will never be forgotten. May he
rest in peace!
Any condolences you may wish to send may be sent to
Sergio.villavicencio@theahasociety.org to be forwarded to the family or
mailed to Mrs. Cyndee Scholet at 2761 Northridge Drive E., Clearwater,
FL 33761. A celebration of life will be planned in the coming months.
We thank you all for your continued support over the years for the AHA
Society, an organization for which Rand was deeply passionate.
In his memory,
The AHA Society Board
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OUR BUSINESS SUPPORTERS
Dear League Members,
We hope that you will patronize our business supporters. Please consider inviting retail or
commercial businesses to become Business Members of the League of Historical Societies
of New Jersey and support our mission of promoting the preservation of the historical heritage of New Jersey by stimulating among member organizations the development of programs, projects, and publications that celebrate this heritage.
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“Organization Essentials” Workshop
BOOK A WORKSHOP FOR YOUR GROUP AN
THOSE IN YOUR AREA. LEARN THE BASICS
NEEDED FOR BUILDING A SUSTAINABLE ORGANIZATION.
Agenda:
9:30

Registration and continental breakfast

10:00—12:00 Your Mission Statement, Vision Statement and Developing Your Long Range Plan Your mission statement is the heart of your organization. Is it clear and concise? Do your Board and your members know exactly
what you are all about? What does the future hold for your organization? Does your mission statement attract interested
donors? Do you know where you are headed? This workshop will cover these basic documents that are critical for
the success of any organization and are an important part of any grant application.
12:00—1:00

Buffet lunch (included in registration)

1:00—3:00
The Budget and Financial Reports Are you applying for or considering applying for grants? Do you want
to attract large supporters? It’s not enough to say how much you want; you have to say why you want it. And your financial
information must be in “good order.” This workshop will cover preparing your annual budget and required financial reports
as well as the various financial form required for grants or support requests. To stay on firm footing, you need an annual
budget developed by your Financial Committee and approved by your Board. How do you plan for income and expenses?
What are the state and federal filing requirements: What do you need to do to attract donors, supports and grant funding?
This workshop will cover getting your financial house in good order.

Who should attend: Board Members, Directors, Grant Writers
Workshop presenter Pary Tell is the retired head of the Division of Culture & Heritage for Cape May
County where she oversaw their arts and history grants program, conducts workshops for local nonprofit cultural organizations, and offers assistance to arts and history organizations in organization fundamentals. The workshops are designed especially for smaller organizations that are striving to address their concerns on organization stability and growth. The workshops are small and informal with
plenty of time for questions and group interaction.
PLAN A WORKSHOP WITH OTHER SOCIETIES NEAR YOU. YOU CAN CHOSE BOTH WORKSHOPS FOR A
FULL DAY OR EITHER ONE FOR A HALF DAY SESSION. THEN CALL PARY TO CHOOSE A DATE.

——————————————————————————————————————
Registration
Registration fee is $25 per person. Please make check payable to LHSNJ and mail to LHSNJ,
c/o Pary Tell, 397 Corson Lane, Cape May NJ 08204.
Name: ________________________________________________________________________________
Organization ___________________________________________________________________________

Address ________________________________City, State, Zip __________________________________
Phone _________________________________ Email _________________________________________
If you are registering more than one person from your organization, please fill out a
registration form for each person.
Any questions, please email parytell@gmail.com or call 609.886-8577
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Criteria for the Kevin M. Hale Newsletter Awards

The Hale Publication Awards are open to all societies who are current members of LHSNJ.
All entries must have been published during the calendar year 2021. Only one issue of the
newsletter per organization should be submitted for consideration. Five copies of each entry are
due no later than January 31, 2022. They should be mailed to JB Vogt, Chair, Publications
Committee, 6 Forty Oaks Road, Whitehouse Station, NJ 08889. Leave phone messages at 908534-4600 or email jnvgt6@gmail.com with questions. A cover letter must accompany all submissions. The letter will include a contact email. The letter should state the frequency of publication and whether or not it is available online.
NEWSLETTER CRITERIA

Front Page:
Frequency of publication?
Front/back pages
Is it eye-catching?
Does it clearly identify the name of the
group,
the site, the date, the location?
Is there a web address given?
Contents:
Does it contain articles that add to our historic
knowledge or understanding of a topic?
Does it encourage participation in the organization’s activities? Does it encourage membership?
Does it contain articles about events that are
current (or were at the time it was published)?
Does it review previous activities and successes?
Does it promote other heritage tourism? Does
it promote other sites? Does the group partner
with other sites?
Can it be viewed online?
Pictures:
Do they have historic or cultural value?
Are they clearly labeled and credited to the
photographer?
Graphic quality—Are they eye-catching?
Contact Info:
Is it easy to contact the group or editor for
more information? Is there an address, phone
number, and/or email to contact?
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It’s easy to become a member of the
League of Historical Societies of
New Jersey!
Simply visit us at www.lhsnj.org and
click on “Join the League.” On the dropdown menu, choose your membership type
and complete the form. Choose your method of payment and click “Submit.”
If you would prefer a printed form, just
contact Linda Barth at barthlinda123@aol.com or 908-240-0488, and
she will mail a form to you.

NEW JERSEY BOOKSHELF
Garden State of Decay: Discarded New Jersey
By Alex Gulino
Have you ever driven past an abandoned building and wondered why it was
there and what it looks like inside? Perhaps you were curious about its history and
how the property ended up neglected.
Join author Alex Gulino on her journey throughout New Jersey, the Garden
State, as she explores these forgotten properties and documents their decay. Garden
State of Decay: Discarded New Jersey offers insight on the history and the current
state of these defunct properties through poignant photographs. From Gothic
churches in busy cities to forgotten aircraft in rural fields, observe the decomposition documented in these pages. See the beauty in decay that lives on in quiet desperation.
Alex Gulino has been exploring ruins and abandoned sites since 2016. Her love
of photography began in her teens when her father purchased her first camera and
was later solidified when Alex won her first photography contest for a local newspaper. Today, Alex travels as often as she can and has discovered a love of abandoned sites. Urbex, AKA urban exploration, has since become a big focus of her
photography. See more of Alex’s work at www.alexgulino.com or on Instagram
@starletlexy.

Asbury Park: A Century of Change
By Helen-Chantal Pike
As the 20th century got under way, Asbury Park was booming. Real
estate advertisements promoted a residential resort “where country meets the
sea.” The nearly one-square-mile gridded municipality attracted individuals
who saw opportunities, from architects and artists to entrepreneurs and
people looking for employment. But with the death of its founder and
leading benefactor, James A. Bradley, and the rise of machine politics under
Mayor Clarence E.F. Hetrick, Asbury Park’s civic and economic fortunes
started to change.
In World War II’s long aftermath, suburbs, shopping malls, and modern
amusement destinations sprang up outside its municipal borders. Its oncebustling economy faltered, and civil unrest festered until 1970, when it
turned violent. It took more than 10 years for new changes to find their way
to the drawing boards. But it was in the 21st century that new business and
civic leaders with a more inclusive pioneering spirit started turning Asbury
Park’s fortunes around.
Helen-Chantal Pike is a writer, photographer, and award-winning author
whose earlier volume on the founding of this residential resort, Images
of America: Asbury Park, evolved from her other books on Jersey Shore
communities with ties to Asbury Park. Locally, she has written for the
Asbury Park Press, the Coaster, and the TriCityNews.
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Middlebrook: The Revolutionary War Encampment that Saved America
By Robert Mayers

The Revolutionary War encampments of George Washington’s Continental Army
at Middlebrook and nearby Pluckemin, New Jersey, have been neglected in history.
These places were critical to the American struggle during the Middle Atlantic
campaigns. The Highlands and surrounding valleys of this natural fortress were the
location of two major encampments of Washington’s Continental Army—a
harrowing seven weeks during the early summer of 1777 and during the entire winter
of 1778-1779. What is astonishing is that the American Army spent close to nine
months here, yet this hub of the American Revolution has languished in obscurity
and virtually disappeared from national awareness for over 200 years.
These campgrounds served as the center of operations for American forces
through much of the war and during many of its darkest hours. Most significant is
that at Middlebrook, where during the winter of 1778-1779 the raw American Army
matured into a cohesive fighting power capable of defeating the British forces, who
were regarded at the time as the best trained and equipped army in the world. Unlike Valley Forge and
Jockey Hollow, which have been so eulogized that they are familiar to most school children, this sacred land,
where decisive events occurred that changed the course of the war, is now built over by suburban creep,
rarely marked, shrouded in mystery and mythology, and fading from the collective American memory.
Hardback, ISBN: 978-1-939995-36-0, 404 pages
Available on Amazon and www.americanhistdorypress.com, and can be ordered from local booksellers.

Ortley Beach and the Cranberry Inlet
By Brian Bovasso
Ocean County author Brian Bovasso has given us another gift to better understand and appreciate
Ocean County’s northern barrier island in his newly published book, Ortley Beach and the Cranberry
Inlet. Former Ocean County Historical Society President Cynthia Smith
writes, “This is a well researched and effectively written historical account of Ortley Beach, an unincorporated section of Toms River, located…between Seaside Heights Borough to the south and Lavallette Borough to the north. It includes the intriguing story of the sudden emergence (c. 1750) and just as sudden disappearance (1812) of Cranberry
Inlet, a once vital navigable waterway between the Atlantic Ocean and
Barnegat Bay.
The book tells how the Toms River, then known as Goose Creek,
and the sheltered tiny colonial settlement up-stream with which it
shared its name, became a thriving and important harbor during the
American Revolution because of this inlet. The stories about Ortley
Beach and the Cranberry Inlet encompass not only the place but also the
people and events that make for absorbing story-telling. The stories are
all based on facts that the author has verified through research and extensive interviews with local sources. The author provides a detailed
listing of references, and the book’s text is complemented with many illustrations—photographs, paintings, sketches, maps, brochures, and diagrams. The Table of Contents and the List of Illustrations are
both useful features provided in the book.
Interested in securing your own copy of Ortley Beach and the Cranberry Inlet? Go to the Ocean
County Historical Society, Toms River, NJ website and click on “Elizabeth Sculthorp Force House.”
At the bottom of the page, click on “Shop Now! in the “Discover More About Ocean County” section.
Brian Bovasso’s book awaits you for a mere $30.00 plus tax. The book is also available for
sale when the Museum and Research Center are open to the public, Tuesday and Wednesday
afternoons.
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Denville in World War II
By Peter Zablocki
The bucolic small-town life of Denville in the 1940s would change forever
with the outbreak of World War II. After the attack on Pearl Harbor, the town
mobilized, creating the Denville Local Defense Council, designating air
wardens to watch the skies and establishing air raid sirens.
Schoolchildren gathered around home radios to learn if there were enough
supplies to heat the school, and families learned to live within the confines of a
ration book. The Denville Salvage Committee proclaimed, “Bomb ’em with
Junk!” as it collected waste goods for the war effort. Hundreds of Denville men
served valiantly in all theaters of the war, some earning prestigious military
accolades and many tragically never returning.
Author Peter Zablocki covers the history of World War II Denville, including
interviews with members of the town’s “Greatest Generation.”

Sandy Hook
By John Schneider
Sandy Hook, New Jersey, as well as its historical significance to world events,
oddly remains a mystery to many of the tourists who come to its beaches and
explore its ruins.
The oldest structure, the Sandy Hook Lighthouse, was erected in 1764. Today,
thousands of people climb the steps of this national historic landmark to reach the
highest point on the peninsula. Many others roam through some of the open
buildings and ruins of Fort Hancock and the Sandy Hook Proving Ground where
soldiers were once ready to defend New York City from enemy attack and tested
weapons of war.

A History Lover's Guide to Bar Harbor
By Brian Armstrong
Bar Harbor has evolved from humble beginnings to become one of Maine’s
most popular destinations. This tour goes beyond the typical travel guide to
explore its fascinating historical sites in detail.
A trail of existing buildings and monuments provides a backdrop for an
unconventional history of places, people and events, with many previously
unpublished photographs and untold entertaining stories.
Discover the changes wrought by the world wars, the Spanish influenza,
Prohibition and the Fire of 1947. Tour the Way Bak Ball, La Rochelle, the
Casino, and the Wharf. From Bar Harbor’s first African American sea captain
to the story of the two Miss Shannons, author Brian Armstrong offers
a fascinating look into the history behind some of Bar Harbor’s most famous
landmarks.
[Editor’s note: Although this is the New Jersey Bookshelf, we include this
book because the author is our League webmaster and board member, Brian
Armstrong.]
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The League of Historical Societies of New Jersey
Northern Meeting
Saturday November 6, 2021
The Paterson Museum, 2 Market Street, Paterson NJ 07501
9:30 a.m.

Registration, Breakfast and Coffee, Information Table

10:00 a.m.

Welcome from Director Giacomo DeStefano, Glenn Corbett Museum Foundation President &
Special Guest

10:15 a.m.

League Business Meeting

10:45 a.m.

The Artifact Assessment Program, a free service provided by the New Jersey Association
of Museums—Joan Harris-Rico

11:15 a.m.

Break

11:30 a.m.

Program: Paterson New Jersey: America’s First Planned Industrial City
Presented by Director Giacomo DeStefano

12:30 p.m.

Lunch Buffet

1:00 p.m.

Guided Tour of the Paterson Museum

2:00 p.m.

Tour of the Great Falls, our newest national historical park

3:00 p.m.

Tour of the Art Factory and/or the Botto House

Questions before November 6: The Paterson Museum, 973-321-1260, hgarside@patersonnj.gov
Questions on November 6: 973-477-7317
Suggested Lodging
Courtyard by Marriott, 263 US-46 West, Wayne, NJ 07470 Phone: 973-646-3377
Holiday Inn Rt. 46, 1 US- 46 West, Totowa, NJ 07512 Phone: 973-785-9000
To register, please complete the form below and mail it with your check for $25 (payable to the Paterson Museum
Foundation) to: The Paterson Museum, 2 Market Street, Paterson, NJ 07501. Please Register by November 1, 2020.

REGISTRATION FORM

Name __________________________________________________________________________________
Email __________________________________________________________________________________
Address ________________________________________________________________________________
City State/Zip _______________________________________________Phone _______________________
Affiliation ______________________________________________________________________________
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Directions to the Paterson Museum: 2 Market Street, Paterson, NJ 07501
From the East:
Route 80 West to Exit 57 B-A. Stay to the right of the exit and follow the signs to Downtown
Paterson. At the second traffic light turn left onto Cianci St., then turn left at the next traffic light
onto Market St. The Museum is last building on left side of the street. Turn left into parking lot
with locomotives out front.
From the West:
Route 80 East to Exit 57 B – Route 19 “Downtown Paterson.” Follow
the signs to Grand St. At the traffic light, turn left off onto Grand St. At the next traffic light turn
right onto Spruce St. At next traffic light turn right onto Market St., and turn into first parking lot
on the right at the locomotives.
From the North:
Garden State Parkway South to Exit 160. Follow to Route 80 West.
Follow same directions from the East.
From the South:
Garden State Parkway North to Exit 155 A (a left lane exit), exit to Route
19 North, and follow signs to “Downtown Paterson, Grand St.”
Then follow same directions as from the West.
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