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‘Freedom Bell’ now rings at Paterson
Underground Railroad Memorial

Camden County Historical Society/
Camden County History Alliance, By Ed Rumley, a
contributing writer
Camden County

****************

for Paterson Press.

Registration for and directions
on p. 19-20
Some people may have heard the ringing of an 850-pound
bell in the heart of Paterson’s downtown district on Tuesday,
October 19, 2021. Local historian Jimmy Richardson heard
more than that.
“The ringing of a bell has always represented freedom
in our country,” said Richardson, one of more than 100
community leaders who gathered for the unveiling of the socalled “Freedom Bell” at Paterson’s Underground Railroad
Historian Jimmy Richardson rings the Freedom Bell on
Memorial. It was Richardson who came up with the idea of
Tuesday,
19. Mayor Andre Sayegh and Dwayne Cox,
moving the bell to the Underground Railroad site after he saw president October
of the Paterson Parking Authority, look on.
it at the Paterson Great Falls National Historical Park several
years ago.
Cast in bronze, the bell was made at a foundry in Troy, New York, in 1871, city officials said. It’s not clear where
the bell spent its first century, Richardson said. But in 1976, the bell was featured in Paterson’s celebration of the Great
Falls being designated a national landmark, he said.
The bell stayed at the park for more than four decades and recently had been in storage until it was brought to the
Underground Railroad Memorial.
Tuesday’s ceremony featured a reading of more than 20 names prominent in the history of Paterson’s African
American community, starting with the most prominent participants in Paterson’s Underground Railroad station in the
(continued on page nine)

SAVE THESE DATES FOR UPCOMING LEAGUE MEETINGS
April 23, 2022—Camden County Historical Society/Camden County History Alliance, Camden County
June 18, 2022—South River Historical & Preservation Society, South River, Middlesex County
November 5, 2022—Paterson Museum and the Paterson Museum Foundation, Paterson, Passaic County
Winter 2023—Bordentown Historical Society, Bordentown, Burlington County
Spring 2023—Hunterdon County Historical Society, Flemington, Hunterdon County
Fall 2023 — Sparta Historical Society, Sparta, Sussex County
Winter 2024—Southern Region — open
Fall 2024—American Labor Museum/Botto House, Haledon, Passaic County
We encourage your society to host a future League meeting. If you would like this opportunity to showcase
your site, just contact Linda Barth, 908-240-0488, barthlinda123@aol.com, and she will put you in touch with
the regional vice-president for your area. We look forward to visiting YOUR town some day soon.
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DEADLINE: Submissions for the April issue of League News must be on the editor’s
desk no later than March 15, 2022. Please send all items to: Linda Barth, 214 North
Bridge Street, Somerville, New Jersey 08876; barthlinda123@aol.com.
Material submitted electronically should be in WORD format. Photographs will
be scanned and returned. Digital photographs should be submitted in .jpeg.
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League offers PastPerfect discount
in April
The League is partnering with
PastPerfect Software to offer 30%
discount on desktop products
The League of Historical Societies of New Jersey has partnered
with PastPerfect Software to again
provide member organizations with
a 30% discount on all desktop software purchases over $100!
PastPerfect Software is the trusted
software source for over 275 museums and cultural institutions in New
Jersey and over 11,000 organizations
around the world. This is an exclusive
offer for League members in good
standing, with 2022 dues paid. If
you are not sure that your society
has paid its 2022 dues, email Linda
Barth at barthlinda123@aol.com.
The offer is a 30% discount on
standard pricing for all PastPerfect
desktop software products when your
purchase is over $100. Whether you
need the entire PastPerfect system, a
PastPerfect 5.0 Upgrade, or a way to
share your collections online, April
will be a great time to save.
This offer is valid for orders placed
between April 1 and 30, 2022. To
take advantage of this discount, call
1-800-562-6080 and mention the
LHSNJ bulk discount. Even though
PastPerfect is considering this a “bulk
order,” they will ship the software
directly to your organization.
The League is excited to offer this
opportunity and urges you to take
advantage the PastPerfect discount
during April.

Paterson Museum to Fund Digitization
of Historic Negatives
The Paterson Museum Foundation is pleased to announce that it
is initiating a new project, helping to digitize the Paterson Museum’s
8,000+ glass plate negatives. Glass plate negatives are one of the
most fragile photographic mediums, and the museum does not have
prints for the majority of these negatives. The photographs contained
on these plates reveal a wealth of information about Paterson’s early
history, documenting the city from approximately 1870 through the
1920s. The images include protraits, cityscapes, and community
gatherings as well as product shots of machinery from the Royle
machine works. By digitizing these photographs, we will save them
for future generations and increase their accessibility.
The Paterson Museum Foundation would not have been able to
initiate this project without a grant award from the Fred J. Brotherton
Charitable Foundation. A foundation that has among its chief
interests historic preservation and education, the Fred J. Brotherton
Charitable Foundation has been helping New Jersey nonprofits since
1997. Thanks to the generous funding provided by the Brotherton
Foundation, the Museum Foundation can start digitizing and rehousing the 6.5” x 8.5” negatives (approximately 2,900 negatives). The
Heather Garside and Giacomo DeStefano work Paterson Museum Foundation will continue to seek additional
on the digitization.
funding to digitize the remaining negatives. The digitization of the
entire collection of glass plate negatives is an enormous undertaking
that will probably last several years. To learn more about how you can help, email us at
patersonmuseumfoundation@gmail.com
The Paterson Museum Foundation is a nonprofit focused on assisting the Paterson Museum through
financial support, the development of exhibits and programming, and the acquisition and/or preservation of its
collections. We are happy to initiate this preservation project, which, when completed, will allow better
access to thousands of images of the city and its residents. For more information about the foundation and its
projects visit www.patersonmuseumfoundation.org/. Don’t forget to like The Paterson Museum Foundation
on Facebook and Instagram Paterson_Museum_Foundation.

One of the negatives
from the Paterson
Museum collection,
waiting to have its
secrets unlocked.

Heather examines the picture (at left) to
be digitized.

3

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!

Asbury Park Museum
Kimmage Publishing
Washington Crossing Park Association
Historical Society of West Windsor

Roadside Attraction Now in Tuckerton
Anyone else out there love a roadside attraction like we do? The Tuckerton Seaport staff is excited
to announce that the Great White Way Farm Market Advertising Chicken has come home to roost at
Tuckerton Seaport thanks to a generous gift from Bruce Williams. Bruce was a longtime Seaport volunteer and
we are honored to accept this donated item in his memory.
Bruce previously explained the allure of this chicken by recalling the 1940s following World War II:
“Soldiers returning home yearned to own an automobile...and
were no longer willing to be stuck in their youth’s
hometown. The country was alive with energy and the auto
represented freedom to move around. Along the White Horse
Pike, for instance, there were many roadside stands selling
different food products, including fresh locally grown
vegetables, chickens and eggs. White Way Farm Market
distinguished itself by its outlandish giant chicken decoy.”
This roadside attraction began its life atop the roof of the
White Farm Market in Elwood, Atlantic City where it
welcomed passersby for 50 years and could be seen from a mile
away. The sheet metal chicken with glowing red bulb eyes was
Bruce Williams with the Giant Chicken
created by Anthony E. Lacktis, the owner of the farmstand.
We invite your family to continue the tradition of traveling
down the shore on back roads and discovering off the beaten path roadside attractions such as this Giant
Chicken.
The chicken is available for photo ops any day on the porch of the Tucker’s Island Lighthouse at Tuckerton
Seaport.

Letters, we get letters…
First of all, I want to congratulate the League on the great communications you send out, both hard-copy and email. They are eye-catching and keep the reader’s interest!
Florham Park Historical Society
————————————————
We get a great response from the League notice. Nine responses to the League notice
for the New Jersey Civil War Round Table.
Rich Rosenthal, President, NJCWRT
———————————————————————
Thank you! Yesterday, I spoke at the Echo Lake Country Club for the Westfield
Historical Society. Five of attendees were not members of the WHS; they heard about
my talk in a League notice.
Rich Rosenthal
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Margate’s Lucy the Elephant to undergo $1.9 million renovation
At 140 years old, Lucy the Elephant is looking to get some
work done! Beginning in September 2021, Lucy the Elephant
is now undergoing a major exterior surface restoration where
all of her metal “skin” will be removed and then replaced with
new metal that will better protect the historic landmark from
water that is currently leaking inside Lucy.
This $1.9 million project will be one of the largest undertakings by the Save Lucy Committee in its continuing efforts
to preserve the National Historic Landmark and Oldest Roadside Attraction in America. Unfortunately, this project does
come with some challenges. So, to protect our volunteers,
staff, and guests from any potential injuries, the guided tours
through Lucy the Elephant and the park surrounding her will
be CLOSED.
But never fear! Lucy’s Gift Shop WILL REMAIN OPEN
throughout construction following our regular operating
schedule with access through the train station door located on
Atlantic Avenue. It is anticipated that Guided Tours will resume around Memorial Day Weekend in 2022.
In the meantime, we encourage you to stop in to Lucy’s Gift Shop or visit Lucy’s Online Gift Shop.
And, of course, if you'd like to learn more about this restoration project or how you can
become a financial supporter, please visit the website, https://lucytheelephant.business.site/#posts, to see
photos and video from Phase 1 of this project, completed in May 2020. We look forward to seeing you soon
and revealing a younger-looking—but more importantly, a better-preserved—Lucy the Elephant to the world!
Courtesy of Margaret Westfield, of Westfield Architects & Preservation Consultants: The photo at the bottom
left shows the metal removed from the front right leg. The darker wood sheathing at the top dates to the original 1881 construction, while the lighter-colored wood is from 1973 when new metal cladding was installed as
part of the restoration overseen by architect John Milner. He switched the detail to more durable concrete for
Lucy’s toes, so the feet were reframed—the original sheathing for the leg continues down to a concrete block
foundation behind the foot. This project will replace all of her metal skin with Monel, a nickel alloy that will
not rust and should protect her for centuries. Her original 1881 skin was tin, as was her 1974 replacement skin.
Tin is lead-coated steel that had to be kept painted to keep it from rusting, but we found that the 1974 tin was
rusted from the inside, due to moisture condensing as the interior air conditioning (installed in 1984) reached
dew point on the inside surface of the exterior metal skin. We fixed this problem by separating the interior
cooled space (that people visit) from the closet spaces that separate the interior finished space from the exterior
surfaces. However, the damage was done and the metal had reached the point where it could neither hold
another layer of exterior paint nor be stripped down to bare metal. Replacement was our only option.
Please know that Lucy’s gift shop is still
open during construction and that more
funding is desperately needed.
www.LucytheElephant.org is a 501(c)3
organization.

The roofers from A.J. Gentry experiment
with folding and soldering the Monel metal
sheets that will cover Lucy’s exterior.
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An American Treasure - The National Park Service Awards $150K
Save America’s Treasures Matching Grant for Restoration of
The Metlar-Bodine House Museum’s Ross Hall Wall

The Metlar-Bodine House Museum, Piscataway
Township’s official historical and cultural museum, is
pleased to announce that The National Park Service, with
its partners the Institute of Museum and Library Services,
the National Endowment for the Arts and the National
Endowment for the Humanities, has awarded $150K Save
America’s Treasures (matching) grant for the restoration,
installation and exhibition of the museum’s Ross Hall
Wall, confirming the designation of The Wall as an
“American Treasure.” The township is matching the
grant.
The Institute of Museum and Library Services is the
primary source of federal support for the nation’s libraries
and museums. It advances, supports, and empowers
America’s museums, libraries, and related organizations
through grantmaking, research, and policy development.
The vision of the institute is a nation where museums and
libraries work together to transform the lives of individuals and communities. To learn more,
visit www.imls.gov and follow the institute on Facebook and Twitter.

Saved Twice from Destruction
The c.1740 Colonial parlor wall from Ross Hall, an American-Georgian manor house at Raritan Landing,
Piscataway, is the only surviving architectural artifact and tangible link to the birthplace of the Fourth of July,
a celebration decreed by General George Washington and to Raritan Landing, the vanished riverport where the event
occurred in 1778.
“This significant historical artifact was saved twice from destruction—after a fire in the late 1950s and in the late
1990s, when the New Jersey Historical Society was moving to new quarters and could no longer include it in its
collection,” said Junelynn Sadlowski, executive director of rhe Metlar-Bodine House Museum. “Members and the
Fellowship’s Board of Trustees could not let the opportunity to bring this relic back “home” slip away and quickly
arranged for its return to Piscataway. Coordinating with the NJHS, we had 72 hours to hire a mover and find a temporary
storage facility.”
A Fire Puts Plans On Hold
In 2003 the museum, in the list of State and National Historic Places, suffered a serious fire forcing all restoration and
the construction of a wing for The Wall to be put on hold. In
2016, after a 13-year, $2 million restoration, the museum’s 501
(c)(3) not-for-profit foundation, The Fellowship for Metlar
House, Inc., launched a five-year fundraising campaign—“Our
Plan is Revolutionary”—for The Ross Hall Wall to be exhibited in a newly constructed wing by 2021. The Wall measures 17
feet wide, 11 feet high and 3 feet deep. It includes two corner
cabinets with “shell” design interiors, a fireplace mantel, hearth
bricks and flooring. When exhibited, The Wall will be hung so
visitors can view its back and carpentry techniques. For a
closer look, view the video
(https://vimeo.com/179123837/3b825e490c).
In spring 2020, The Wall was moved to Heller Conservation
Services (TN) for restoration, but the COVID pandemic has
created delays and funding challenges. The grant will fund the
completion of The Wall’s conservation and its return to NJ and
its installation, interpretation and exhibition in the soon-to-be
(continued on the next page)
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constructed “Forever the 4th” gallery on the grounds of the Metlar-Bodine House. The timeline for completion of the
project is July 4, 2023.
Ross Hall Wall’s Significance and Washington’s Military Order
The Ross Hall Wall has a resonating significance as a witness to history and to the generation that founded
and defended the United States of America. After the Battle of Monmouth, NJ (June 28, 1778), Washington and
over 11,000 troops recuperated, July 1-7, at Raritan Landing. On July 3rd, in Ross Hall’s parlor, Washington
wrote his military order, choosing July 4th from among several suggested dates, as the first official organized
celebration on the second anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of Independence: “Tomorrow, the
anniversary of the Declaration of Independence will be celebrated by the firing of 13 pieces of cannon, a feu
de joie of the whole line…Soldiers are to make the best appearance possible. A double allowance of rum will
be served out.” Washington’s troops, hailing from all 13 colonies, participated in a three-hour “feu-de-joie.”
British ships anchored in Sandy Hook fled upon hearing this impressive, thunderous celebration.
That evening at Ross Hall, Washington hosted a ball attended by Alexander Hamilton, Marquis de
Lafayette, Baron von Steuben, James McHenry, Nathaniel Greene, and Alexander Lord Stirling. Not only is
The Wall a magnificent example of Colonial interior architecture, notably it is associated with the lives of
the afore-mentioned persons significant in United States history. In 1777 scattered sporadic gatherings in the
Colonies, plus
Philadelphia’s relatively small event, occurred over the span of several days; in 1778 Washington firmly
decided to launch the first official large-scale national expression of Independence Day on July 4th, a
tradition to this day. Skilled in promoting a sense of nationalism, Washington repeated the event on July 4,
1779 and 1782 in different parts of the Colonies to fix the day in America’s consciousness. Piscataway’s
Raritan Landing is the epicenter of the Fourth of July.

Joseph Salvatore Receives Highest Honor from
New Jersey Historical Commission
Dr. Joseph Salvatore, co-founder and volunteer chairman of Historic Cold
Spring Village and Naval Air Station Wildwood in Cape May, has been
awarded the New Jersey Historical Commission’s (NJHC) highest honor, the
Richard J. Hughes Award, for his outstanding lifetime achievement in the field
of New Jersey history. It is given annually in recognition of contributions
in the area of scholarship, public history, conservation and preservation. The
2021 Award was presented at the NJHC History Forum at Monmouth
University on November 12th. Both Dr. Salvatore and his wife, Annie, have
been actively involved in Cape May County and NJ History since founding
Historic Cold Spring Village in 1973. NAS Wildwood Aviation Museum was
dedicated in 1995. Opened to the public on May 23, 1981, Historic Cold
Spring Village recently celebrated its 40th anniversary with a gala held on the
village grounds. Both Dr. and Mrs. Salvatore (also a recipient of the Richard J.
Hughes Award in 2010) have served as members of NJ State organizations
dedicated to arts, history and culture. Dr. Salvatore served as chairman of the
NJ Historical Commission from 1992 to 1997, and on the boards of
the Advocates for NJ History, the Friends of the NJ State House, Task Force
on NJ History, and the Southern Shore Tourism Council. On the local level, he
has been involved in the Cape May County Cultural and Heritage
Commission, Chambers of Commerce, and other historical organizations.
Dr. Salvatore was born and raised in Wildwood, New Jersey and was
president of his Wildwood High School sophomore, junior, and senior classes.
Upon completing pre-med studies, he attended Hahnemann Medical College
in Philadelphia where he served as a surgical intern and resident. Choosing
orthopedics as his area of specialty, he spent two years at Walter Reed Army
Hospital in Washington, D.C., followed by three years as an Orthopedic
Surgery Fellow at the Campbell Clinic in Memphis, Tennessee. For thirty years, Dr. Salvatore was actively
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involved in his surgical practice at Englewood Hospital and Medical Center in Englewood, NJ. He was also
an Assistant Clinical Professor in Orthopedic Surgery at Columbia University College of Physicians and
Surgeons in New York City. During his medical career, he was the inventor of numerous patented medical
instruments including the Salvatore Nylon Traction Bow, a tracheotomy scalpel and clamp, and an umbilical cord clamp. However, the favorite part of his practice were the many patients he cared for over the years
he spent years in the practice of medicine.

Richard Waldron Receives the 2021 Maxine Lurie Distinguished Service Award
The New Jersey Studies Academic Alliance is very pleased to
present the Maxine Lurie Distinguished Service Award to Richard
Waldron, who has had a long career of service to both the New Jersey
Studies community and NJSAA.
After working for the New Jersey State Museum, Dick joined the
New Jersey Historical Commission (NJHC) and served in a variety of
capacities, including executive director (1991–1999). Among his
accomplishments at NJHC were compiling a new edition of Historical Organizations in New Jersey: A Directory (1977) and helping,
along with Maxine Lurie and Karl Niederer, to launch the CAPES
archival consulting service in 1988. In 1999, he became executive
director of the American Swedish Historical Museum in Philadelphia
that documents the history of Sweden and Swedish America, especially the colony of New Sweden (1638-55), part of which was in what is
now New Jersey. He is the co-editor of New Sweden in America, the
proceedings of a 1988 conference to commemorate New Sweden’s
350th anniversary.
Waldron was an NJSAA founding member in 1992 and for many
years has been treasurer and chair of the Paul Stellhorn Award Committee that evaluates and gives awards to undergraduate students for
research papers they have written on aspects of New Jersey history. He advertises the award, collects the
papers, arranges for reviewers, and then helps arrange for the winners to receive the prizes and
encourages them to submit their work for an NJSAA public lecture and for publication in the online
journal, New Jersey Studies.
In other work relevant to this award, Waldron has been an adjunct history professor at Kean
University, Rutgers University (New Brunswick), and Seton Hall University. He has spent much of his
career helping to organize public education programs, including the NJHC’s annual history conference,
the annual New Jersey History Issues Convention (with many sponsors), and the annual New Sweden
History Conference of the American Swedish Historical Museum and the Swedish Colonial Society.
His other publications include (with Mary R. Murrin), New Jersey History: An Annotated and Selected
Introductory Bibliography, last revised in 2015; “New Sweden: An Interpretation,” in Revisiting New
Netherland: Perspectives on Early Dutch America (2005); and Maritime New Jersey: An Economic
History of the Coast (1983).
For all these reasons and more, Richard Waldron is eminently qualified to receive this award.

Every Monday morning, the League sends out a list of upcoming events
sponsored by our member organizations. Occasionally we also send items
of interest to the New Jersey history community.
If you would like to receive this list, just email Linda Barth at
barthlinda123@aol.com, and she will put you on the list.
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‘Freedom Bell’ now rings at Paterson Underground Railroad Memorial (continued from page one)

19th century—William Van Rensalier, a former slave, and his friend Josiah Huntoon, a white businessman.
After each name, the bell rang, sending a pleasant sound out to the nearby street.
“This event represents unity,” said Ron Van Rensalier, a member of the Underground Railroad Foundation and a great-great-grandson of William Van Rensalier. Delores Van Rensalier, a great-greatgranddaughter of William Van Rensalier, called the day historical.
“It symbolizes freedom from oppression,” she said of the bell. “This is a history lesson that
transcends race.”
The memorial is located on Broadway, across the street from the Community College, nestled between
Wendy’s and the parking garage.

Paterson Underground Railroad Memorial
A monument honoring two men who risked
everything to help Southern slaves find freedom in the
North was unveiled in 2014. In the 1850s, Josiah
Huntoon, a White man, and William Van Rensalier,
a former Black slave, manned secret routes and safe
houses to assist escaping slaves on their journey north.
The two men are depicted holding lanterns
symbolically lighting the path toward freedom. “It fills
my heart with pride and joy to know that within
Paterson’s boundaries and landscape two men guided by
an enormous faith in the dignity of every human being
led a clandestine movement of people out of slavery,”
said Sonia Torres, speaking for her husband, Mayor Jose
Torres, who was attending a conference in Washington.
Huntoon was a spice merchant with vast wealth in the city. Van Rensalier was an engineer. Both were
friends. Both abolitionists. As conductors of what is called the Huntoon-Van Rensalier Station of the
Underground Railroad, both led families of African Americans to freedom.

New Museum for Bergen County Historical Society
Good news: The Bergen County
Historical Society just made it through the
permitting process in River Edge for its
new museum building. The next stop is permitting with the DEP.
100% of the donations to the society go
to support its mission, so please remember
us this holiday season. We’ve been working on this project a long time, but we are
finally getting closer.
To learn more about the new museum
for Bergen County, please visit us at
https://www.bergencountyhistory.org/
support
Contact us at info@bergencountyhistory.org if you know of someone who may be interested in our new
fundraising brochure.
We can mail it to interested history supporters who wish to learn more about our plans.
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SPOTLIGHT ON OUR MEMBERS
Historical Society of Princeton
Founded in 1938, The Historical Society of Princeton
(HSP) serves as a hub for experiential education and
stewardship of collections and places, preserving and
sharing Princeton’s history with the broadest possible
audiences. In so doing, HSP enhances community vitality
and builds historical literacy, cornerstones of healthy civic
culture. Our headquarters is the historic Updike Farmstead
(pictured at right) at 354 Quaker Road, Princeton.
Four core programs achieve our mission: Collections
Stewardship and Research, Exhibitions, Public Programs,
and Co-Curricular Support for Schools. Using our collection of 850 manuscript collections, 35,000 historic
photographs, 2,000 books, 1,100 vertical files, over 2,000
maps and architectural drawings, and 2,500 artifacts, we
assist more than 175 patrons annually with research
requests. We continue to work to improve access to
and creatively promote engagement with our extensive
and significant collections, including daily social media storytelling that reaches over 300,000 users per year
and important growth of our digitized collections made available online during the COVID-19 shutdown. We
also continue to actively collect, including an ongoing initiative to archive the COVID-19 pandemic in
Princeton. Our Exhibitions explore Princeton’s history as a lens for interpreting relevant state, national,
and global issues, always creating connections with primary historical materials. During COVID-19, we
presented three new exhibitions digitally on our website.
We host regular, innovative Public Programs on history topics, including our popular walking tours of
Princeton’s town and university campus (pictured below). Our HSP app reaches tech-savvier audiences, as
well as those with limited mobility, and offers 24/7 access to digital versions of our African-American history tour and eighteenth-century Princeton “green oval tour.” We host a regular Historical Fiction Book Group,
pop-up Open Archive events, and lectures, as well as programs for families, including a LEGO architecture
event and vintage baseball game. We bring the community together at our popular annual House Tour and
Night Under the Stars fundraisers. During the pandemic, we
offered dozens of virtual public programs to a geographically diverse constituency.
We offer meaningful Co-Curricular Support for Schools,
including field trips, outreach programs, and curriculum
development, serving over 1,000 children annually. We
collaborated with the Princeton Public Schools to rewrite
their third-grade local history curriculum as a primary
source-based tool representative of Princeton’s diversity,
and, during COVID-19, worked with them to develop virtual
place-based history field trips. Prior to the pandemic,
we provided biannual teacher professional development
workshops through our Holocaust Education provider,
Echoes and Reflections. As one of New Jersey’s Holocaust/
Genocide Resource Centers, our programs are designed to
increase participants’ knowledge of Holocaust history, explore and access classroom-ready content, and
support instructional practice to promote student learning and understanding of this complex history and its
effect on the world.
Contact: www.princetonhistory.org.
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Newark History Society

Now in its 20th anniversary year, the Newark History Society aims to expand knowledge of Newark’s past by
organizing regular public programs, encouraging new research, and sponsoring the Newark Archives Project.
The society operates as a network of academic and independent scholars focused on exploring Newark history
joined with interested members of the public—a structure that has proved especially resilient during the
pandemic.
When the Newark History Society was formed in 2002, Newark was reputedly the only major city without its
own historical society. While we recognized that Newark has a rich and textured history as one of America’s
great cities, we explicitly chose to create an organization without collections or a physical presence. We felt
another collecting entity would be redundant in Newark, which already had the rich resources of the New Jersey
Historical Society and the Newark Public Library. However, we believed Newark’s history is worth studying
and knowing not only for its intrinsic interest, but for insights into the social and intellectual forces that have
shaped the American experience—including industrial innovation, political controversy, and the immigrant
experience, as well as urban development, decay, and rebirth. As a result, we chose to organize public programs
while directing attention to and stimulating use of existing Newark history collections in the city and elsewhere.
Over the past two decades, we have sponsored almost 100 public programs, all free and open to the public, on
an astonishing range of topics covering the full span of Newark’s 355-year history. The programs take place at
our partner organizations, the Newark Public Library, NJPAC, and the New Jersey Historical Society. While we
shifted to virtual programs during the pandemic, we expect to sponsor hybrid in-person/virtual programs in the
future since we have many members around the country. The full list of programs and all the program flyers are
available on our website, www.newarkhistorysociety.org/, along with links to resources about Newark’s history.
Videos of our programs since 2008 are posted on our YouTube channel:
https://www.youtube.com/c/NewarkhistorysocietyOrg
The Newark History Society’s most ambitious effort by far is the Newark Archives Project, in partnership
with Rutgers University. Directed by Gail Malmgreen, the Project provides a comprehensive online, keyword
searchable guide to primary source materials from
all periods and covering all aspects of Newark
history. Our aim is to help researchers locate
collections from many repositories and many
periods—from the minutes of 17th-century town
meetings to little-known Civil War and World
War I letters, oral histories, theater scrapbooks,
ethnic and women’s history collections, and
photographs depicting every aspect of Newark life
from the 1860s to the 2000s—all in one place:
nap.rutgers.edu. So far, Dr. Malmgreen and her
colleagues have described more than 4,000
archival collections located in more than 190
repositories, and the numbers keep growing. The
Newark Archives Project database has become an
indispensable, ever-expanding resource for
students, scholars, and the public—the first stop
for any research project related to Newark’s
history.
At our first public event in October 2002,
55 people signed up as members and paid their
$25 dues. Over the last twenty years, we have
quadrupled our membership while keeping our
dues at $25. From the beginning, we have been an
all-volunteer group; while we have secured grants for the Newark Archives Project, our program and operational
support has come from members.
We are looking forward to celebrating our 20th anniversary in November 2022, and we are delighted that
Newark-native Lonnie G. Bunch III, Secretary of the Smithsonian Institution and founding Director of the
National Museum of African American History and Culture, will join our Vice President Linda Caldwell Epps in
conversation for the occasion. (Contact: www.newarkhistorysociety.org)
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Barnegat Light Historical Society and Museum

The Barnegat Light Historical Society (BLHS) operates and maintains the Barnegat Light Museum (pictured
at right) and organizes and promotes events to further the awareness of the history of Barnegat Light and Long
Beach Island.
The Museum Gardens are open all year and the museum
is open June through October on weekends from 10:00 a.m.
to 1:00 p.m. and July & August, daily from 10:00 a.m. to
1:00 p.m. BLHS meetings are held on the second Thursday
of the month .
The main objective of the museum is to keep the history
of Barnegat Light alive and available to the public through
the preservation of local artifacts and pictures in the
106-year-old restored schoolhouse museum and through
various programs and events promoting our museum, our
society, and the long history of the town. We reach out to
members, the community, and vacationers through the daily
access to the museum in the spring, summer, and fall
months and through fundraisers and various celebratory
events.
The museum is in the building that was the one-room school for
Barnegat Light from 1903 to 1954.The museum is on the National Register
of Historical Places. It features artifacts, replicas, and photographs depicting the history of Barnegat Light and Long Beach Island.
One of the major features in the museum is the First Order Fresnel Lens
(pictured at left) from the Barnegat Light Lighthouse. The lens was built
by the French physicist Augustin Fresnel. It was capable of throwing its
light 20 miles or more to the horizon. Construction of the present
lighthouse began in 1857 and was completed in 1858. The lens was
removed in 1927 when the Barnegat Lightship took up station off Barnegat
Inlet. The lens was sent to the Tompkinsville Lighthouse Depot on Staten
Island, New York. In 1954, the lens was returned to the town of Barnegat
Light and now is on exhibit in the museum.
A number of artifacts and replicas depict the fishing industry that in the
past and even today is an important part of the island’s economy. The
replica of a Pound Fishing Net (shown below) depicts a fishing method
used from the 1880s to 1955 when fish were much more plentiful then they
are today. A number these were placed offshore. The vertical poles of the
actual-sized corral
were about 80 feet
long. Fishermen would row out periodically to retrieve the
trapped fish.
From late 1800s to the present, tourism has been an
important part of island life. Barnegat Light was the site
of two major hotels during the turn of the century: the
Oceanic and the Sunset. The Oceanic washed away
in 1919 and the Sunset burned down in 1932. Look for
furniture from the Oceanic and pictures of the hotels
during their heyday when you visit.
This year the museum has a display at the Interpretive
Center of the Barnegat Lighthouse State Park. The
museum also participated in the 2021 Lighthouse
Challenge in October. (Contact: http://bl-hs.org/)
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OUR BUSINESS SUPPORTERS
Dear League Members,
We hope that you will patronize our business supporters. Please consider inviting retail or
commercial businesses to become Business Members of the League of Historical Societies
of New Jersey and support our mission of promoting the preservation of the historical heritage of New Jersey by stimulating among member organizations the development of programs, projects, and publications that celebrate this heritage.
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“Organization Essentials” Workshop
BOOK A WORKSHOP FOR YOUR GROUP AN
THOSE IN YOUR AREA. LEARN THE BASICS
NEEDED FOR BUILDING A SUSTAINABLE ORGANIZATION.
Agenda:
9:30

Registration and continental breakfast

10:00—12:00 Your Mission Statement, Vision Statement and Developing Your Long Range Plan Your mission statement is the heart of your organization. Is it clear and concise? Do your Board and your members know exactly
what you are all about? What does the future hold for your organization? Does your mission statement attract interested
donors? Do you know where you are headed? This workshop will cover these basic documents that are critical for
the success of any organization and are an important part of any grant application.
12:00—1:00

Buffet lunch (included in registration)

1:00—3:00
The Budget and Financial Reports Are you applying for or considering applying for grants? Do you want
to attract large supporters? It’s not enough to say how much you want; you have to say why you want it. And your financial
information must be in “good order.” This workshop will cover preparing your annual budget and required financial reports
as well as the various financial form required for grants or support requests. To stay on firm footing, you need an annual
budget developed by your Financial Committee and approved by your Board. How do you plan for income and expenses?
What are the state and federal filing requirements: What do you need to do to attract donors, supports and grant funding?
This workshop will cover getting your financial house in good order.

Who should attend: Board Members, Directors, Grant Writers
Workshop presenter Pary Tell is the retired head of the Division of Culture & Heritage for Cape May
County where she oversaw their arts and history grants program, conducts workshops for local nonprofit cultural organizations, and offers assistance to arts and history organizations in organization fundamentals. The workshops are designed especially for smaller organizations that are striving to address their concerns on organization stability and growth. The workshops are small and informal with
plenty of time for questions and group interaction.
PLAN A WORKSHOP WITH OTHER SOCIETIES NEAR YOU. YOU CAN CHOSE BOTH WORKSHOPS FOR A
FULL DAY OR EITHER ONE FOR A HALF DAY SESSION. THEN CALL PARY TO CHOOSE A DATE.

——————————————————————————————————————
Registration
Registration fee is $25 per person. Please make check payable to LHSNJ and mail to LHSNJ,
c/o Pary Tell, 397 Corson Lane, Cape May NJ 08204.
Name: ________________________________________________________________________________
Organization ___________________________________________________________________________

Address ________________________________City, State, Zip __________________________________
Phone _________________________________ Email _________________________________________
If you are registering more than one person from your organization, please fill out a
registration form for each person.
Any questions, please email parytell@gmail.com or call 609.886-8577
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Criteria for the Kevin M. Hale Newsletter Awards

The Hale Publication Awards are open to all societies who are current members of LHSNJ.
All entries must have been published during the calendar year 2021. Only one issue of the
newsletter per organization should be submitted for consideration. Five copies of each entry are
due no later than January 31, 2022. They should be mailed to JB Vogt, Chair, Publications
Committee, 6 Forty Oaks Road, Whitehouse Station, NJ 08889. Leave phone messages at
908-534-4600 or email jnvgt6@gmail.com with questions. A cover letter must accompany all
submissions. The letter will include a contact email. The letter should state the frequency of
publication and whether or not it is available online.
NEWSLETTER CRITERIA

Front Page:
Frequency of publication?
Front/back pages
Is it eye-catching?
Does it clearly identify the name of the
group, the site, the date, the location?
Is there a web address given?
Contents:
Does it contain articles that add to our historic
knowledge or understanding of a topic?
Does it encourage participation in the organization’s activities? Does it encourage membership?
Does it contain articles about events that are
current (or were at the time it was published)?
Does it review previous activities and successes?
Does it promote other heritage tourism? Does
it promote other sites? Does the group partner
with other sites?
Can it be viewed online?
Pictures:
Do they have historic or cultural value?
Are they clearly labeled and credited to the
photographer?
Graphic quality—Are they eye-catching?
Contact Info:
Is it easy to contact the group or editor for
more information? Is there an address, phone
number, and/or email to contact?
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It’s easy to become a member of the
League of Historical Societies of
New Jersey!
Simply visit us at www.lhsnj.org and
click on “Join the League.” On the dropdown menu, choose your membership type
and complete the form. Choose your method of payment and click “Submit.”
If you would prefer a printed form, just
contact Linda Barth at barthlinda123@aol.com or 908-240-0488, and
she will mail a form to you.

NEW JERSEY BOOKSHELF

The Continental Army Comes into Its Own
By Heritage Trail Association of New Jersey

During the winter of 1778-1779, the third major cantonment of the
American Revolution in the northeastern colonies took place in the
vicinity of a place called Middlebrook, New Jersey. Middlebrook does
not appear on modern maps, and the majority of Americans have never
heard of it. Many historians accord it only passing mention in their
narratives of the War for American Independence, as though nothing
significant took place there.
The Heritage Trail Association’s 240th-anniversary symposium on
the Middlebrook Cantonment sought to increase recognition of the
scope and significance of this overlooked winter in America’s fight for
liberty. Archaeologists and historians weighed in on the impact of
the Middlebrook winter on the development of the American army and
the continuing war effort.
The papers in this volume bring together updated and original
scholarship for new perspectives on the Middlebrook Cantonment. They
discuss its strategic significance, unique features, and the state of
current archeological findings and preservation efforts. Collectively,
they tell the story of the Continental Army’s successful transition that
winter from the fledgling rebel force at Valley Forge to a disciplined,
better-trained American force able to withstand the more difficult winter
at Morristown ahead and one capable of attaining eventual victory.
Available through Amazon in Kindle and paperback editions.

The Bootleggers of Montana Mountain:
A Rural New Jersey Community's Prohibition Experience
By Richard H. Dalrymple Jr.

The history of a community is its identity, which sets it apart from all others.
Prohibition was a tumultuous time when all communities in the U.S. faced the
consequences of a national law that, in effect, legislated morality.
Whereas, temperance, defined as voluntary self-restraint in alcohol
consumption, was consistently promoted by religious groups throughout
American history, the year 1920 became the year that alcohol was legally
allowed in beverages in amounts of only less than 0.5% by volume. It took
fourteen years to see the quixotic error of this law and to reverse it. In the
meantime, many Americans were not about to allow the government to infringe
upon their constitutional right.
This is the story of a small rural New Jersey community’s colorful response.
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Springwood Avenue Harmony:
The Unique Musical Legacy of Asbury Park’s West Side, Vol. 1, 1871-1945
By Charles & Pamela Horner

Since just after its founding in 1871, Asbury Park, New Jersey, has been
a “music city.” Yet, through much of its history, Asbury Park has been
segregated. While much is known about the musicians who played the
seaside resort’s beachfront venues, until now little has been written about
the music of the shadow city just across the railroad tracks.
Springwood Avenue Harmony details the history of music from Asbury
Park’s predominantly African American West Side from 1871 through 1945.
It includes the genres of Spirituals, Ragtime, Stride Piano, Jazz, Black
Vaudeville, Blues, Big Band, Gospel, and Pop music. The book examines the
social, political, economic, and racial climates under which the music
developed and evolved. The lives of West Side singers and musicians long
forgotten are finally given recognition. Also covered are the churches,
theaters, nightclubs, and entertainment venues that made up the music scene
along Springwood Avenue. The book has close to 200 rare photos/flyers and
is drawn from more than 700 documented news clippings, journals, books,
and interviews. It is fully indexed and contains an extensive bibliography.
Available on Amazon.

Celebrating Cranford
By Maureen Strazdon

The story of suburban Cranford, New Jersey, began after the Civil War
as wealthy New Yorkers came to the area for the fresh air and the beautiful Rahway River that winds through town. After its incorporation in
1871, the town grew as neighborhoods like Roosevelt Manor, Lincoln
Park, and Sunny Acres were established by Albert Eastman, Alden
Bigelow, Miln Dayton, J. Walter Thompson, Severin Droescher, and the
Sears Roebuck Company.
Public buildings like the Opera House Block and the Cranford Casino
and grand private houses were designed by local architect Frank Lent.
Celebrations on the Rahway River gave birth to the nickname the “Venice
of New Jersey.”
Meanwhile, the citizens of Cranford went about daily life, shopping
downtown, going to school, attending services at houses of worship, and
working at local businesses. As the town celebrates its 150th anniversary
in 2021, Celebrating Cranford illustrates Cranford’s story and highlights
its citizens, some well known and some overlooked in the past.
Available on Amazon.
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Lost Monmouth County

By Randall Gabrielan
Lost Monmouth contains five dozen narratives of places that are gone or
are radically transformed, organized into sections of domestic life, business,
transportation, leisure and recreation, public life and military. With no shortage of potential subjects that have disappeared, entries were chosen with
forethought of significant history, nostalgia, changing lifestyles, familiar
subjects that require accurate history and even preservation. Some narratives
contain multiple subjects, while some places meet more than one criteria.
Redundant products caused some businesses to disappear, such as the
extraction of fish oil. The former site of a major industry on the Raritan
Bayshore in Middletown is now upscale residences. Camps of migrant farm
workers reflect a dismal chapter of our agricultural history, while the poor
farms were little or no better.
Nostalgia is always a major draw, especially for those who attended
features such as the wild west show at Cowboy City or mingled among the
fairytale characters at Storyland Village. Many recall drive-in movies, some
as both kids in the back seat and as parents of their own broods. The history
of drive-in eateries is depicted with the loss of a popular, long-lasting
example. The Clearwater Swim Club would be forgotten if not for a 1970
concert that featured the young Bruce Springsteen, an event that turned into a near-riot.
Aviation began in flying fields, literally any open space where an aviator could take off and land.
Monmouth claims an early air show and a major pioneer aviator. The first legitimate airport became
a safety hazard. Segregated schools had singular but typical creation stories over the separation of the
races. Preserving their history helps remembrance of our racist past.
The numerous historic houses include a so-called “spy house” where fabrication has obscured history,
a place now a park headquarters, President Grant’s seashore cottage together with that of his good friend
and next door neighbor, George W. Childs. Rumor and distortion color the past of the latter even after its
destruction. Some places remain after their original function has been lost. A generation knows the Red
Bank Eisner plant, the former largest uniform manufacturer in the world, as a shopping and dining
mecca. The Jersey Homesteads depression-era resettlement community is now the small residential town
of Roosevelt, one with a lively cultured presence. The horses are gone from Lincroft, the former major
thoroughbred breeding center, although the Brookdale Farm Historic District has National Register
recognition.
The book, a must-read for any county resident, has value elsewhere as a how-to for remembering our
lost past.

Terror Over Elizabeth, New Jersey

Three Plane Crashes in 58 Days and the Fight for Newark Airport
By Peter Zablocki
With Travel: in the Scottish Highlands, a hiking dream is fulfilled
safety
protocols in their infancy and the jet engine still in
development, early
commercial flight above American cities was too often deadly. Between December 1951 and January 1952, three separate plane crashes barreled down
onto Elizabeth, New Jersey.
Many dozens perished as the crashes destroyed entire city blocks and
wreaked havoc throughout various neighborhoods. Frightened residents turned
to the nearby Newark Airport for blame as a groundswell of political pushback
occurred in an ultimately unsuccessful bid to stop the airport's expansion.
In response, President Truman formed an airport safety commission that
recommended better zoning around airports and runways. Author Peter
18

League of Historical Societies 2020 Winter Meeting

Hosted by the Camden County History Alliance at the Camden County Historical Society
1900 Park Blvd, Camden NJ 08103 ♦ www.camdencountyhistoryalliance.com ♦ 856-964-3333
Saturday, April 23, 2022
Agenda:
9:00-9:30 am – Registration, continental breakfast, and Camden County History Alliance displays.
9:30 am – Welcome: Tim Hart, LHSNJ President; Bonny Beth Elwell, Camden County History Alliance.
9:45 am – League Business Meeting
10:15 am – Coffee break and Camden County History Alliance displays
10:30 am – Bonny Beth Elwell, Camden County History Alliance: Overview of Camden County History
11:15 am – Donna Ann Harris, Heritage Consulting, Inc.: Camden County Heritage Tourism Plan
12:00 pm – Lunch and Camden County Historical Society museums open
1:00-4:00 pm – Visit Camden County History Alliance Partner Museums & Historic Sites: Choose a theme
Camden City Through Time
Pomona Hall, 1900 Park Blvd, Camden
Walt Whitman’s Tomb, 1640 Haddon Ave, Camden
Camden Shipyard & Maritime Museum, 1912 Broadway, Camden
Saint Joseph’s Catholic Church, 1010 Liberty St, Camden
Early Camden County Houses
Griffith Morgan House, 243 Griffith Morgan Lane, Pennsauken
Burrough-Dover House, 9201 Burrough Dover Lane, Pennsauken
Barclay Farmstead Museum, 209 Barclay Lane, Cherry Hill
Gabreil Daveis Tavern, Fourth Ave & Floodgate Rd, Glendora
Colonial Life
Indian King Tavern Museum, 233 Kings Hwy East, Haddonfield
The Historical Society of Haddonfield, 343 Kings Hwy East, Haddonfield
Glover Fulling Mill Park, End of Fulling Mill Lane, Haddon Heights
Peter Mott House Underground Railroad Museum, 26 Kings Court, Lawnside
Walt Whitman
Whitman-Stafford Farmhouse, 315 Maple Ave, Laurel Springs
Walt Whitman’s Tomb, 1640 Haddon Ave, Camden
Walt Whitman House, 330 Mickle/MLK Blvd, Camden

QUESTIONS?—Please call Bonny Beth Elwell at 856-964-3333 or email admin@cchsnj.org
SUGGESTED LODGING:
Hotel ML Mt. Laurel at 295 and NJ Turnpike, Exit 4 (8 miles away):
915 NJ Route 73, Mt. Laurel NJ 08054 ♦ 856-234-7300 ♦ rooms about $98
Holiday Inn Philadelphia-Cherry Hill (5 miles away):
2175 Marlton Pike West, Cherry Hill NJ 08002 ♦ 856-663-5300 ♦ rooms about $163
Haddonfield Inn (Victorian B&B, 4 miles away):
44 West End Avenue, Haddonfield NJ 08033 ♦ 856-428-2195 ♦ rooms about $209
Registration: Please return by April 15, 2022. Send the form below with your check in the amount of $25 payable to the
Camden County Historical Society with CCHA in the memo line and mail to PO Box 378, Collingswood, NJ 08108.
REGISTRATION FORM

Name __________________________________________________________________________________

Email __________________________________________________________________________________
Address ________________________________________________________________________________
City State/Zip _______________________________________________Phone _______________________
Affiliation ______________________________________________________________________________
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Directions to the Camden County Historical Society
Directions: The Camden County Historical Society is located at 1900 Park Blvd, Camden NJ 08103. (It is located
2 blocks behind Virtua/Lady of Lourdes Hospital, off Haddon Avenue.) The facility is barrier-free. A free parking
lot will be available on Park Blvd at the high school athletic fields 500 feet from the museum. Please call ahead if
you need any other accommodations.
From North Jersey via the New Jersey Turnpike (I-95):
Take Exit 3, going to the right after the tolls onto the Black Horse Pike heading north. Follow the Black Horse
Pike for about 3.5 miles. At the intersection with Rt. 130, take slight right onto Rt. 130 north. After 1 mile, take
the right jug-handle to turn left onto the White Horse Pike, crossing Rt. 130 and passing the Collingswood Diner
on your right. Stay in the right lane (left lane is turn only). Shortly the road dead-ends on Haddon Avenue—turn
left and pass the cemetery on your right. Turn right at Vesper Blvd (Virtua/Lady of Lourdes Hospital on far corner). After 2 blocks, turn left on Park Blvd. Fenced parking lot on right (look for signs). About 500 feet further,
CCHS is #1900, on right.
From South Jersey via Route 42 or Route 55:
After Rt. 55 merges with Rt. 42, Rt.42 merges with I-76. Take Exit 1D onto Rt. 130 north. Follow Rt. 130 for
about 2.5 miles. Take the right jug-handle to turn left onto the White Horse Pike, crossing Rt. 130 and passing the
Collingswood Diner on your right. Stay in the right lane (left lane is turn only). Shortly the road dead-ends on
Haddon Avenue—turn left and pass the cemetery on your right. Turn right at Vesper Blvd (Virtua/Lady of
Lourdes Hospital on far corner). After 2 blocks, turn left on Park Blvd. Fenced parking lot on right (look for
signs). About 500 feet further, CCHS is #1900, on right.
From Delaware via I-295N:
Take I-295N to Exit 29B. This puts you on the White Horse Pike/Rt. 30. Follow the White Horse Pike for about 4
miles. At the 12th light, you will cross Rt. 130 and pass the Collingswood Diner on your right. Stay in right lane
(left lane is turn only). Shortly the road dead-ends on
Haddon Avenue—turn left and pass the cemetery on
your right. Turn right at Vesper Blvd (Virtua/Lady of
Lourdes Hospital on far corner). After 2 blocks, turn
left on Park Blvd. Fenced parking lot on right (look for
signs). About 500 feet further, CCHS is #1900, on
right.
From Philadelphia via the Ben Franklin Bridge:
After crossing the bridge into NJ, the road splits – stay
left on Rt. 30/Admiral Wilson Boulevard. After 4
miles, follow Rt. 30, staying in second lane from the
right for “US-130S/Atlantic City.” Follow 130 for ¾
mile. Look for “Rt. 561, Camden” sign and turn
right (Dunkin Donuts on your right).* Continue on
Haddon Avenue to the 4th traffic light, passing the
cemetery on your right. Turn right at Vesper Blvd
(Virtua/Lady of Lourdes Hospital on far corner). After
2 blocks, turn left on Park Blvd. Fenced parking lot on
right (look for signs). About 500 feet further, CCHS is
#1900, on right.
*Note: There’s no traffic light at this turn and it comes
up quickly. IF YOU MISS IT, just go to next light and
take “ALL TURNS” exit on right. Turn left at light
and move into right lane (left lane is turn only). After
one block, road dead-ends on Haddon Avenue—turn
left and continue as above.
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