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                SAVE THESE DATES FOR UPCOMING LEAGUE MEETINGS 
 

November 5, 2022ðPaterson Museum and the Paterson Museum Foundation, Paterson, Passaic County 
April 22, 2023ðBordentown Historical Society, Bordentown, Burlington County 
Summer 2023ðHunterdon County Historical Society, Flemington, Hunterdon County 
Fall 2023 ð Sparta Historical Society, Sparta, Sussex County 
Spring 2024ðNaval Air Station Wildwood, Cape May 
Summer 2024ðCentral Region ð open 
Fall 2024ðAmerican Labor Museum/Botto House, Haledon, Passaic Count 
Winter 2025 ï Southern Region ð The Bayshore Center at Bivalve, Port Norris, Cumberland County 
Fall 2025 ï Historical Society of Chatham Township, Chatham Township, Morris County 
Spring 2026 ï Proprietary House, Perth Amboy, Middlesex County 
 
     We encourage your society to host a future League meeting. If you would like this opportunity to showcase          
your site, just contact Linda Barth, 908-240-0488, barthlinda123@aol.com, and she will put you in touch with  
the regional vice-president for your area. We look forward to visiting YOUR town some day soon. 

Saturday, November 5 
Fall Meeting 

Paterson Museum and the Paterson 
Museum Foundation, Paterson,           

Passaic County 

**************** 
Registration for and directions  

on p. 19-20 

The American Labor Museum publishes illustrated book 
for young readers, The 1913 Paterson Silk Strike: The 

Childrenôs Story 

    The American Labor Museum/Botto House National Landmark proudly 
announces that it received project grants for the writing and printing of The 
1913 Paterson Silk Strike: The Childrenôs Story (2021).   

     The book for young readers (4th grade reading level) is a history 
of immigrant workers who came together to create a better future 
for all New Jerseyans.   
    Over 20,000 copies of the book are being distributedðone per 
4th grade classroom and school and public libraries throughout 
New Jerseyðby the museum and through New Jersey teachersô 
union (NJEA and AFT) representatives. Individual copies of the 
book are also available to the general public for purchase at the 
Museum Store at a cost of $10 each.   
     The 1913 Paterson Silk Strike: The Childrenôs Story was               
created in collaboration by authors Angelica Santomauro, EdD, the 
museumôs director, and Evelyn Hershey, the museumôs education 
director, historian Steve Golin, PhD, editor Mark Torres, and artist/
illustrator Thomas Germano. 
     The four children, who are main characters in the book, are fic-
tional, but their experiences are based on true stories. The events 
are historically accurate. Mr. Germanoôs  illustrations  

                                                               (continued at the bottom of page four) 
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President (2022) 
Timothy Hart 
Ocean County Cultural & Heritage 
Commission 
 

First Vice President (2022) 
Brian Armstrong 
South River Historical and  
Preservation Society 
        

Vice President, Northern (2022) 
Jane McNeill 
Victorian Society 
   

Vice President, Central (2022) 
Mary Swarbrick  
Fellowship for Metlar-Bodine 
       

Vice President, Southern (2022) 
Bruce Tell 
 

Secretary (2022) 
Hannah Kerwin 
Somerset County Library System 
 

Treasurer (2022) 
Pary Tell 
Lighthouse Keepers of New Jersey 
 

Trustee, Northern (2022) 
Michelle Munn 
Mount Tabor Historical Society 
 

Trustee, Northern (2024)  
Eve Morawski 
Durand-Hedden House  & Garden 
 

Trustee, Central (2024)  
Jeffrey McVey 
Lambertville Historical Society 
           

Trustee, Central (2022) 
Donald Peck 
Raritan-Millstone Heritage Alliance 
 

Trustee, Southern (2022) 
 
 

Trustee, Southern (2024) 
Ralph Cooper 
Historical Preservation Society of 
Upper Township 
 

Trustee-at-Large (2024) 
Patricia Wells 
Township of Chatham Historical  

Society 
 

Trustee-at-Large (2022) 
Donald Katz, Esq.  
Proprietary House Association 
 

Historian (2022) 
James Lewis 
Morristown and Morris Township          
Library 
***************************          
  The following are valuable members 
of our board, but are not elected posi-
tions: 
 

Executive Director 
Linda J. Barth, 908-240-0488;  
barthlinda123@aol.com 
Membership Chairman 
Jennifer Coultas 
Publications Awards Committee  
Chairman 
J. B. Vogt 
Fellowship for Metlar House 
 
Trustees Emeriti 
Bernard Bush  
Kate Malcolm 
Dorothy Pietrowski 

    The Officers and Direc-
tors of  the League of  His-
torical Societies of New 

Jersey 

  League Awarded Grant to 

Support New Jersey             
History Professionals  
Who Were Affected by   
the Pandemic 

  
  Sixteen professionals were 
awarded grants of $1528 
each from this grant. 
They are: 
 

Brian Armstrong 
Lee Behlman 
Kamika Bennett 
Gordon Bond 
Nicole Cooley 
B. David Emerson 
Ridley Enslow 
Randall Gabrielan 
Vanessa Hamilton 
Denison Harrield 
Alex Hinton 

Judith Krall-Russo 
Talia Schaffer 
Muriel Smith 

Margaret Westfield 
Phillis Wickham 

DEADLINE: Submissions for the January issue of League News must be on the editorôs 
desk no later than December 15, 2022. Please send all items to: Linda Barth, 214 North 
Bridge Street, Somerville, New Jersey 08876; barthlinda123@aol.com. 
  Material submitted electronically should be in WORD format. Photographs will 
be scanned and returned. Digital photographs should be submitted in .jpeg or .tif. 

In this issue: 
 

Paterson Museum publishes book, 
     p. 1 and 4 
Photographs by Charles Warren Eaton     
     Digitized, p. 3 
Last known Edison footage, p. 3-4 
Passing of Richard Waldron, p. 5 
New exhibit at Ridgewood, p. 6 
Fountain at Hopatcong, p. 6-7 
League elections and  
    bylaw changes, p. 8 
Missing plaque uncovered, p. 9-10 
Business members, p. 11 
Workshops for members, p. 12 
New Jersey Bookshelf, p. 13-18 
Paterson meeting, p. 19-20 

 
 
 

We are happy to report that 
during the month of April, 
two League members took 
advantage of the PastPerfect 
discount and bought new or           
updated software for their 

organization.  
Those participating were: 

 

Greate Egg Harbour  
Township Historical Society 

 

Allaire Village 
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Photographs by Charles Warren Eaton Digitized 
   

        Rich Rockwell, a member of the Historical Society of 
Bloomfield, has digitized and curated a set of nearly 1,000 photos 
taken by Charles Warren Eaton between 1900 and 1925, mostly in 
Europe, now online at CharlesWarrenEaton.org. Eaton lived in 
Bloomfield from 1888 until his death in 1937.  He won a number 
of international awards for his oil paintings.  He was considered a 
tonalist and was known for intimate landscapes. As Maureen 
OôBrien stated in the 1980 catalog of an exhibit of his work at the 
Montclair Art Muse-             
um, ñHe did not simply 
experiment with the 
camera but became a 
competent and avid 
photographer and used 
his instrument to com-
pose and secure the 
views of Bruges canals 
and Flemish poplars 

that would be translated onto canvas in his winter studios.ò   
  Photos include sites in Belgium, Netherlands, Germany, France,         
England, Italy, and Switzerland.  Eatonôs collection of negatives              
was donated to the Historical Society of Bloomfield by Priscilla 
Polkinghorn who inherited Eatonôs estate. 
   If you need any more information or have any questions, contact Rich Rockwell at rrockwell@comcast.net.  

Frankfort, Germany 

Switzerland 

Last known film footage of Thomas Edison depicts 1931 Fourth of July celebration   

National Park Service and Library of Congress collaborate to digitize footage 
 

WEST ORANGE, NJ ï Thomas Edison commemorating the Fourth of July is featured in a series of recently    
digitized home movies that provide a rare look into the personal life of the inventor and his family. Thomas          
Edison National Historical Park partnered with the Library of Congress to digitize footage that originally          
belonged to Edisonôs son Charles.    
     The home movies, which range in length from 1-3 minutes and were photographed on 16 mm Kodak safety 
film, were stored in the museum collection of Thomas Edison NHP for decades before park staff worked with the 
Library of Congress to have them digitally restored.   
     The films include the last known footage of Thomas Edison celebrating the Fourth of July 1931 with          
members of his family, including his wife Mina, son Charles and his wife Carolyn, and son Theodore and his 
wife Anna at the front door of their home, Glenmont. Thomas Edison died three months later, on October 18, 
1931.  
     ñHome movies can provide a much more accurate view of our past: unrehearsed and unpolished. This is        
especially true of the home movies of the famous. You often get to see a side of them they hide from the public 
lens,ò said Library of Congress Nitrate Film Vault Leader George Willeman.  
     Other footage in the collection shows visits by Charles and Carolyn Edison to the Grosse Point, Michigan 
home of Edsel and Eleanor Ford, to Grand Canyon National Park during a vacation in the southwestern U.S., and 
to the New Jersey shore with friends.   
     The home movies also capture the construction and landscaping of Landmore, the home Charles and Carolyn 
built in Llewellyn Park near Glenmont, exterior views of George Eastmanôs home in Rochester, New York, and  
a July 1, 1931 visit from King Prajadhipok of Siam to Thomas Edisonôs West Orange Laboratory and Glenmont. 
Later that month the king, who had a keen interest in American science and technology, visited the top of the 
Empire State Building and rode in the US Navy dirigible Los Angeles at Lakehurst, New Jersey.   

continued on page four 

http://charleswarreneaton.org/
https://www.nps.gov/edis/learn/news/charles-edison-home-movies.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=809x05BkUJQ&list=PLlOO90OfRDXMw3ujJ7_ltO5M61oyOXZ23&index=4
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLlOO90OfRDXMw3ujJ7_ltO5M61oyOXZ23
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLlOO90OfRDXMw3ujJ7_ltO5M61oyOXZ23
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(Last known film footage of Thomas Edison depicts 1931 Fourth of July celebration  (contôd from page 3) 

     Charles Edison (1890-1969) was the second child of Thomas          
and Mina Edison. In June 1916 he became chairman of the Board             
of Directors of Thomas A. Edison, Inc. Two years later, he married 
Carolyn Hawkins. In August 1926 he succeeded his father as president 
of the Edison company. In January 1937 President Franklin D. Roose-
velt appointed Charles Assistant Secretary of the Navy. He served as 
Secretary of the Navy from January-June 1940 before resigning to run 
a successful campaign for Governor of New Jersey. Charles was the 
stateôs 42nd governor from 1940 to 1944.   

ñWe appreciate the relationship with the Library of Congress that 
made the digitization of these films possible,ò said park superintendent 
Tom Ross. ñWe thank the Library of Congress for helping us share 
these unfiltered glimpses of the Edison family with the world.ò  

All eight films are available on Thomas Edison NHPôs YouTube   
channel.   

The Fourth of July footage can be seen now on our YouTube channel.  Go to this link to see it:  https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=809x05BkUJQ&list=PLlOO90OfRDXMw3ujJ7_ltO5M61oyOXZ23&index=4 
 
For more information about Thomas Edison NHP please visit our website at www.nps.gov/edis. 

New childrenôs book on Paterson Silk Strike (continued from page one) 
 
are based on historical photographs and ob-
jects in the American Labor Museumôs col-
lection. The book includes illustrations in 
watercolor and oil paints, a glossary and 
ñfun facts.ò  Educators are invited to visit 
the museumôs website to access lesson plans 
and other supplemental 
teaching tools. 
  www.labormuseum.net                 
     This program is made possible in part by 
a grant administered by the Passaic County          
Cultural and Heritage Council from funds 
granted by the New Jersey State Council on 
the Arts. 
     The American Labor Museum is head-
quartered in the historic Botto House Na-
tional Landmark, located at 83 Norwood 
Street, Haledon, NJ.  It was the meeting 
place for over 20,000 silk mill workers dur-
ing the 1913 Paterson Silk Strike. The muse-
um offers a free lending library, restored        

period rooms, changing exhibits, Museum Store, Old World Gardens, educational programs, and special 
events. The museumôs hours of operation are Monday through Friday 9 a.m.-5 p.m.  Tours are offered Wednes-
day through Saturday from 1-4 p.m. or by appointment.  Virtual tours are offered via ZOOM by appoint-
ment.  For further information about the museum or the new book, please visit the museum's website 
www.labormuseum.net, call 973-595-7953 or email labormuseum@gmail.com. 

Artist Thomas Germano poses by his paintingin the American Labor Museum. 

https://www.nps.gov/edis/learn/news/charles-edison-home-movies.htm
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLlOO90OfRDXMw3ujJ7_ltO5M61oyOXZ23
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLlOO90OfRDXMw3ujJ7_ltO5M61oyOXZ23
http://www.nps.gov/edis
http://www.labormuseum.net
http://www.labormuseum.net
mailto:labormuseum@gmail.com
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Letters, we get lettersé 

We deeply appreciate the inclusion of our programming in your listing. Weôve always been 
proud to be part of the League and have always enjoyed seeing what other groups are doing, 
attending many of the presentations.  
   ð Irv Hyatt, Board Member of the Historical Association of Woodbridge Township 
 

CARRIE FELLOWS APPOINTED NEW DIRECTOR OF CROSSROADS OF THE                
AMERICAN REVOLUTION NATIONAL HERITAGE AREA 

 
     Carrie Fellows joined the Crossroads staff in August 2022. She brings thirty yearsô experience working           
primarily in government and nonprofit museums, with extensive experience in grants management, capacity 
building through strategic planning and visioning, creating constituencies, managing change after transition, and 
raising organization profiles. She was an active participant in Crossroadsô visioning process following the 2002 
National Heritage Area Feasibility Study.   
     Fellows most recently served as Director of the Hunterdon County (NJ) Department of Planning & Land Use 

and Executive Director of Hunterdonôs Cultural & Heritage Commission, with 
previous experience as curator, educator, and director in small and midsized 
history museums. Her work as a member of the Board of Directors for the          
Association for Living History, Farm and Agricultural Museums (ALHFAM) 
and the Morris County Tourism Bureau led her to form personal and profes-
sional relationships with staff and leadership in museums, historic sites, and 
agencies all over the United States and Canada, and directly contributed to      
opportunities to help sites create meaningful, impactful programming. Fellows 
has presented to a variety of public and professional audiences on topics such 
as creating historic site costume standards; managing museums, collections, 
and volunteers; and womenôs clothing, tasks and roles in 18th and early 19th 
century civilian and military life. An active member of living history and mu-
seum organizations for more than 30 years, she has an international network of 
colleagues working in museums and related fields.   

Friends of Anderson Park 
Asbury Park Museum 
Lucienne Beard 

Historical Society of Berkeley Heights  
Sara Borden 

Butler Museum and Historical Committee  
Historic Committee of Fairfield Township 

Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Frazee House Inc. 
Freehold Township Heritage Society   

The Hermitage 
Township of Hamilton Historical Society  (Mays 

Landing) 
Historical Society of Hammonton 

Beverly Hashimoto 
Hawthorne Historical Society 

Information Age Science and History Museums 
Barry Jacobson 

Jewish Heritage Museum of Monmouth County  

Aniko Muriglan  
Jewish Historical Society of North Jersey 

Kimmage Publishing 
Lackawanna Cutoff Historical Committee 

Lawnside Historical Society 
Manalapan Township Historical Committee 

Passaic County Historical Society 
Phillipsburg Area Historical Society 

Richard Polton 
Historical Society of Scotch Plains/Fanwood 

Geri Thomas 
Helen Wall 

Historic Walnford 
Washington Crossing Revolutionary War 

Roundtable 
Historical Society of West Windsor 

Borough of Wildwood 
Matthew Wolchko  

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS! 
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New exhibit at Ridgewood Schoolhouse Museum 
 

     Residents of Bergen County, from the Lenape tribes that fished the 
local streams to the enslaved people that worked Dutch-owned farms 
in the 18th century, all left their mark on the area. 
     Object Lessons, a new exhibit from the Ridgewood Historical        
Society, illustrates the history and growth of the area with objects 
from its permanent collection. 
     Highlights of this engaging exhibit of personal and household 
items, many owned by local families whose names (Ackerman,           
Zabriskie, Van Dien) dominate this corner of the state, include:                  

Lenape stone tools, Revolutionary 
War artifacts (including a letter signed by George Washington), Civil War            
artifacts and clothing, original 19th-century school desks and supplies, and much 
more. 
     The exhibit is housed in the Ridgewood          
Historical Societyôs headquarters, The School-
house Museum. which was originally a one-room 
schoolhouse built in 1872. The museum is located 
at 650 E. Glen Avenue in Ridgewood, adjacent to 
Old Paramus Church and across the street from 
Valleau Cemetery, all sites included on the           
National Register of Historic Places. The museum 
is open Saturdays and Sundays from 1-3 p.m. 
Group tours can also be arranged. Visit our website 
RidgewoodHistoricalsociety.org or contact us at 
201 447-3242 or email museum@ridgewood 
historicalsociety.org.  

Fountain at Lake Hopatcong 
By Marty Kane 

 
     The Morris County Historical Preservation Trust Fund has awarded $204,800 for the restoration of the 
Hopatcong State Park fountain. It is hoped that restoration work can commence soon with the goal of a working 
fountain before the end of 2023.   
     Many thanks to local residents Bob Rung and 
Justin McCarthy for their voluntary engineering 
efforts, which demonstrated the viability and              
affordability of this project.  We also note the           
tremendous collaborative effort with Superinten-
dent Laura Franek and her team at Hopatcong 
State Park as well as the NJ State Park Service.   
     The Lake Hopatcong Historical Museum will 
need to fund 20% of this effort. The museum is 
grateful to the many members who sent an extra 
donation with their dues this year. A beefsteak 
dinner and tricky tray will be held later this year 
to further assist.  
     Marty Kane, president of the Lake Hopatcong 
Historical Museum and Chair of the Lake 
Hopatcong Foundation,  notes that the historic fountain, where visitors often cooled off while visiting the nearby 
beach, was not created for aesthetic purposes. It was built in 1925 to resolve a huge social and political divide in 
the region that came to a head when the Morris Canal, once the commercial lifeline for transporting coal and other 
goods across northern New Jersey, was closed. For years prior, hotel operators, business owners and summer            
residents of Lake Hopatcong battled with mill owners and others downstream along the Musconetcong River, over 

mailto:museum@ridgewoodhistoricalsociety.org
mailto:museum@ridgewoodhistoricalsociety.org

