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Spring Meeting 

Liberty Hall, Union Township  

Union County 

June 10, 2017 
*************************  

 Article, registration form, and         

directions, p. 19, 20  

 

Join the June 7 Celebration of 50 Years of History and Historic 

Preservation in New Jersey  
 

     Nineteen sixty-seven was a significant 

year in the cause of saving our stateôs great 

heritage.  That year marked the creation of 

the New Jersey Historic Trust and its mission 

to save the historic built environment, the 

creation of the New Jersey Historical             

Commission and its mission to support scholarship and appreciation of the         

Garden Stateôs history, and the Historic Sites Council with its charge to review 

the impact of proposed projects encroaching on properties listed on the New            

Jersey and National Registers of Historic Places.  These three agencies have the 

set the ñgoldò standard for building a place for history in every New Jersey               

community. 

     Friends of New Jersey Heritage and the Middlesex County Cultural and          

Heritage Commission invite all history and historic preservation enthusiasts to 

ñBuilding a Place for History: 50th Anniversaryò on June 7, 2017.  The celebration commemorates the founding 

of the New Jersey Historic Trust, New Jersey Historical Commission, and the New Jersey Historic Sites Council in 

1967. The daylong event includes tours and an evening reception and program at the           

Cornelius Low House in Piscataway. 

 

Look, Up in the Sky!  Perth Amboyôs Terrific Terra Cotta 

     Come learn about New Jerseyôs ceramic and architectural heritage in Perth Amboy, which 

was once the unofficial capital of Americaôs terra cotta industry. Between the 1870s and the 

1930s, bright, colorful terra cotta (example at left) helped transform American architecture.  

                                              (continued on page eleven) 

                SAVE THESE DATES FOR UPCOMING LEAGUE MEETINGS  
 

June 10, 2017ðLiberty Hall, Union Township, Union County  

November 4, 2017ðSummit Historical Society at the Calvary Episcopal Church, Summit, Union County  

Winter 2018ðStone Harbor Museum, Stone Harbor, Cape May County 

June 2018ðHeritage Trail Association, Bridgewater, Somerset County 

Fall 2018ðJewish Historical Society of New Jersey, Whippany, Morris County 

Winter 2019ðOcean County Historical Society, Toms River, Ocean County 

June 2019ðDey Farm, Monroe Township, Middlesex County 

Fall 2019ðLake Hopatcong Historical Museum, Landing, Roxbury Township, Morris County 

 

     We encourage your society to host a future League meeting. If you would like this opportunity to showcase your 

site, just contact Linda Barth, 908-240-0488, barthlinda123@aol.com, and she will put you in touch with the regional 

vice-president for your area. We look forward to visiting YOUR town some day soon. 
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President (2018) 

Jane McNeill 

Victorian Society 
 

First Vice President (2018) 

Mary Swarbrick  

Fellowship for Metlar-Bodine 
        
Vice President, Northern (2018) 

Alice Gibson 

Victorian Society 
   
Vice President, Central (2018) 

Brian Armstrong 

South River Historical and  

Preservation Society 
       
Vice President, Southern (2018) 

Timothy Hart 

Ocean County Cultural & Heritage 

Commission 
 

Secretary (2018) 

Christine Retz 

Meadows Foundation 
 

Treasurer (2018) 

Pary Tell 

Cape May County Cultural and  

Heritage Commission 
 

Trustee, Northern (2018) 

Jennifer Coultas 

Boonton Historical Society 
 

Trustee, Northern (2020)  

Kate Malcolm 

Madison Historical Society 
 

Trustee, Central (2020)  

Jeffrey McVey 

Lambertville Historical Society 
           
Trustee, Central (2018) 

Donald Peck 

Raritan-Millstone Heritage Alliance 
 

Trustee, Southern (2018) 

Ronald Janesko 

Ocean County Historical Society 

 

Trustee, Southern (2020) 

Bruce Tell 

Stone Harbor Museum 
 

Trustee-at-Large (2020) 

Jennifer Coultas 

Boonton Historical Society  
 

Trustee-at-Large (2018) 

Laura Poll 

Archivist, Trenton Free Public Library 
 

Historian (2018) 

James Lewis 

Morristown and Morris Township          

Library 

***************************           
  The following are valuable members of 

our board, but are not elected positions: 
 

Executive Director 

Linda J. Barth, 214 North Bridge Street, 

Somerville, NJ 08876; 

908-240-0488; barthlinda123@aol.com 
 

Membership Chairman 
 

Publications Awards Committee Chairman 

J. B. Vogt 

Fellowship for Metlar House 

Trustee Emeriti 

Bernard Bush and Dorothy Pietrowski 

    The Officers and Directors 

of  the League of  Historical 

Societies of New Jersey 

THE EDITORôS CORNER 
 

    On Saturday, April 1 the League 

had a delightful and informative meet-

ing at WheatonArts. 

     Host Kristin Qualls entertained and 

enlightened us with a program        

explaining the history of glassmaking 

and the story of WheatonArts 

(formerly Wheaton Village). After the 

meeting we watched glassblowing and 

pottery making plus a demonstration 

of using flame to make glass figures. 

In addition, the village features a 

number of shops plus the American 

Glass Museum.  

    We hope you can join us at the 

spring meeting on June 10 at Liberty 

Hall, Union. Please see p. 23-24 for 

all of the information. 

      We are pleased to share with our 

member societies the news that over 

one-third of renewals have been done 

using PayPal via our website. Many 

people seem to enjoy the ease of    

simply clicking on ñJoin the 

League,ò filling out the required 

fields, and paying via PayPal. Many 

of you already have this feature on 

your websites and perhaps others 

will see the value of installing this 

easy pay method. 

     We are looking forward to our 

next two meetings: Liberty Hall in 

June and Summit in November.   

Liberty Hall was the home to         

William Livingston, our first gover-

nor, and the Kean family, who         

resided there from 1811 to 1995. 

The Summit Historical Society will 

co-host with Calvary Episcopal 

Church in November. Calvary is 

home to one of the few rose           

windows ever produced by Louis 

Comfort Tiffany. The ñBeatitudesò 

Rose Window on the rear wall of the 

nave was installed in 1896.  

     We look forward to seeing you at 

an upcoming membership meeting.  

 

 

DEADLINE : Submissions for the summer issue of League News must be on the edi-

torôs desk no later than July 15, 2017. Please send all items to: Linda Barth, 214 North 

Bridge Street, Somerville, New Jersey 08876; barthlinda123@aol.com. 

  Material submitted electronically should be in WORD format. Photographs will 

be scanned and returned. Digital photographs should be submitted in .jpeg or .tif. 

                  INSIDE:  
 

Preservation Celebration, p. 1, 11 

Leagueôs 50th anniversary, p. 3 

Absecon storytelling, p. 4 

Historic Cold Spring Village, p. 4 

League offers workshops, p. 5 

Historic churches, p. 6 

State History Fair, p. 6 

Letters and Tuckerton Seaport, p. 7 

Eagle Scout project in Cape May, p. 8 

MARAC Conference, p. 9 

Cross Keys Tavern, p. 10 

Benefits of League membership, p. 11 

Artifact returns home, p. 12 

Innovative Archives Award, p. 12 

Artifact Assessment, p. 13 

WWI Doughboy photos, p. 14-16 

Hurricane Sandy exhibit planned, p. 17 

Publication awards criteria, p. 18 

NJ Bookshelf, p. 19-22 

Franklin Library photo archive, p. 22  

April League meeting, p. 23-24  
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 The Founding of the League of Historical Societies of New Jersey 
By James Lewis, League Historian 

 

     The League was founded in February 

1966 with the guiding efforts of Mrs. 

John Kean. The first meeting took place 

at her home, Liberty Hall, and was at-

tended by 22 representatives from his-

torical societies from across the state. 

     The first issue of the Leagueôs news-

letter, The Bulletin, was published in 

December of that year.   A few impor-

tant history organizations were also 

founded that year.  The State govern-

ment created the New Jersey Historical 

Commission. John T. Cunningham, 

Prof. Julian P. Boyd, Prof. Richard P. 

McCormick, Mr. Earl Schenck Miers, 

and Mrs. Maurice P. Shuman were the 

founding commissioners.  Plans for the 

New Jersey Historic Trust to be created 

in 1967 were put forward by Senator 

Mildred Barry Hughes of Union County. 

     Frank Moratz, a League delegate 

from Paramus, founded the American Association of Conservators and Restorers in 1966. The New Jersey 

Library Association published a comprehensive bibliography of printed works on the Negro and New  

Jersey, 1715-1966. 

     The League hosted a conference in Cherry Hill that March. The morning program ñoutlining the urgent 

need to increase public interest and effort to preserve, before it is lost or destroyed, the historic heritage of 

New Jersey; the advantages of uniting in certain projects and fields of endeavor to educate the citizens of 

the State to the richness of this heritage and to foster preservation; the possible ways in which such a 

League could operate to increase influence and the effect of the projects undertaken by individual societies 

throughout the State and the various services that such a League could offer to all societies comprising this 

organization. The great PURPOSE of such a League would be providing the various forms of aid, where 

wanted, to further the programs of each individual and autonomous society that became a member of the 

League.ò  The Leagueôs temporary headquarters were at the New Jersey Historical Society, which was led 

by John T. Cunningham and Director Robert Lunny at their 230 Broadway, Newark location. 

     The executive committee met monthly to set up operating procedures.  They hoped The Bulletin, edited 

initially by Cherry Dodd of Layton, would be published in February, April, June, October, and December. 

They planned for the following sections to appear: 

Around the State: news and calendar of coming events of Member Societies; 

Legislative Lines: News from Trenton and other lawmaking bodies; 

Preservation: projects under way; 

Causes and Crises: endorsements of othersô activities and local problems; 

The Clearing House: things wanted or for sale; research projects under way; 

The Bookshelf: reviews of recommended books; and listings of publications of Member Societies. 

William J. Mihm, a Lindenwold resident, was the book editor for The Bulletin. 

     This was the beginning of The League, an organization that has continued to promote the stateôs history 

for 51 years despite facing some of the same obstacles. 

 

At the November 2016 League meeting at the New Jersey Historical Society, 

the author presented attendees with this lovely cake. Steve Tettamanti, of the 

NJHS, surprised us with an anniversary display of League newsletters. 
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ABSECON LIGHTHOUSE'S "SUMMER OF ATLANTIC CITY  

INLET STORYTELLING"  
 

     Calling all locals to ñtell it like it was!ò Absecon Lighthouse will feature four different 

themed ñAC Inletò story panels in our museum each week this summer from June 21st 

through September 10th.  Inspired by visitor stories and comments heard over the years 

of personal accounts of growing up or living in the Inlet, this storytelling series is a way 

to share the rich history of Atlantic City with visitors and residents alike. 

     Locals are encouraged to write or type a one-page story and submit it to Absecon Lighthouse at 31 South 

Rhode Island Ave., AC, NJ 08401. Submitted stories can also include photos and other memorabilia that will 

be displayed along with your story. All articles will be returned to the owner. The impetus for this ñSummer of 

Atlantic City Inlet Storytellingò is the director of the lighthouse remarking, ñI wish we had a nickel for every 

Inlet storyò each time she heard one; they are that numerous! Hence, this fundraiser was born. An ñInlet Story 

Wish I had a Nickel Jar (or more!)ò will be set up through the summer at the storytelling display station. 

     Guidelines: family friendly stories, one page, typed preferred.  Photos/Memorabilia: must be OK to tape 

or lightly glue to a display panel; all materials will be returned.  Story deadline: Friday, June 16th,  1:00 

p.m. Please include your name, address, and phone number with your submission. 

     First lit in 1857, Absecon Lighthouse is the tallest lighthouse in New Jersey & third tallest in the country.          

Absecon Lighthouse is a state-owned historic property administered by the nonprofit Inlet Public/Private             

Association. It is open to visitors Thursday through Monday from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Absecon Lighthouse         

received a general operating support grant from the New Jersey Historical Commission, a division of Cultural 

Affairs in the Department of State. For more information about Absecon Lighthouse and its programs call 

(609) 449-1360 or visit us on the web at www.abseconlighthouse.org. 

Historic Cold Spring Village Entered Into 

NJ Register of Historic Places 
    On September 27, 2016, the Historic Cold Spring Village Historic District, roughly bounded by US Route 9 

and Seashore Road, in Lower Township, Cape May 

County, was entered into the New Jersey Register of         

Historic Places! 

     The New Jersey Register is the official list of New            

Jersey properties worthy of preservation. The Historic Cold 

Spring Village Historic District is now protected by the 

review process of public projects established by New           

Jersey Register of Historic Places Act (N.J.A.C.7:4). This 

invaluable honor was provided to Historic Cold Spring  

Village by the State of New Jersey Historic Preservation 

Office. 

     The village is located on Route 9, three miles north of  

Victorian Cape May and a mile and a half west of the          

southern terminus of the Garden State Parkway. Admission during the season is $12 for adults and $10 for 

children ages 3 to 12. Children under 3 are admitted free. Unlimited free admission is available with village 

membership. The Village Nature Trail at Bradnerôs Run is open to the public for free self-guided tours. Visit 

the Country Store, Bakery, Ice Cream Parlor, Cold Spring Brewery and Cold Spring Grange Restaurant. For 

more information on events, membership, volunteering, or booking private affairs, please call 609-898-2300, 

ext. 10, or visit the village website at www.hcsv.org. 

http://www.abseconlighthouse.org/
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            ñOrganization Essentialsò Workshop 
 

   BOOK A WORKSHOP FOR YOUR 

GROUP AND THOSE IN YOUR AREA.       
        LEARN THE BASICS NEEDED FOR SUBMITTING A GRANT APPLICATION.  
 

9:30  Registration and continental breakfast 

 

10:00ð12:00 Your Mission Statement, Vision Statement and Developing Your Long Range Plan  Your  mission  

                           statement is the heart of your organization.  Is it clear and concise?  Do your Board and your members 

                           know exactly what you are all about?  Does your mission statement attract interested donors? Do you 

                           know where you are headed?  This workshop will cover these basic documents that are critical for the           

                           success of any organization and are an important part of any grant application. 

 

12:00ð1:00   Buffet lunch (included in registration) 

 

1:00ð3:00 The Budget and Financial Reports  Are you applying for or considering applying for grants?  Do you  

  want to  attract large supporters?  Itôs not enough to say how much you want; you have to say why you  

  want it. And your financial information must be in ñgood order.ò This workshop will cover preparing 

  your annual budget and required financial reports as well as the various financial forms re quired for   

                          grants or support requests. 
 

Who should attend:  Board Members, Directors, Grant Writers 
 

Workshop presenter Pary Tell is currently the head of the Division of Culture & Heritage for Cape May County 

where she oversees their arts and history grants program, conducts workshops for local nonprofit cultural organi-

zations, and offers assistance to arts and history organizations in organization fundamentals.  The workshops are 

designed especially for smaller organizations that are striving to address their concerns on organization stability 

and growth.  The workshops are small and informal with plenty of time for questions and group interaction.   
   PLAN A WORKSHOP WITH OTHER SOCIETIES NEAR YOU. THEN CALL PARY TO CHOOSE A DATE.  

 

ττττττττττττττττττττττττττττττττττττττ 
Registration 

Registration fee is $25 per person.  Please make check payable to LHSNJ and mail to LHSNJ, c/o Pary Tell, 397 
Corson Lane, Cape May NJ  08204.   

 
Name:  ________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Organization  ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address  ________________________________City, State, Zip  __________________________________ 
 
Phone  _________________________________  Email  _________________________________________ 
 

If you are registering more than one person from your organization, please fill out a  
registration form for each person.   

Any questions, please email pary.tell@co.cape-may.nj.us or call 609.465.1066 
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SAVE THE DATE: SATURDAY, MAY 13, 2017 
 

     THE 2017 SPIRIT of the JERSEYS State History Fair will be held on Saturday, May 13, 2017! 

      Experience five centuries of New Jerseyôs history all in one 

placeða historical festival for all ages. This free, award-winning 

event, which runs from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m., rain or shine, annually 

draws more than 5,000 visitors.  

     The fair is a fun-filled adventure into New Jerseyôs past with 

living history demonstrations, military reenactors, tours, exhibits, 

period music and dance, and historical organizations and          

museums from around the state.  

     There are plenty of hands-on activities for kids and adults, 

from learning the art of paper marbling to participating in         

historical games; to plowing a furrow or participating in a               

military drill.  

     This is a chance to see the new visitor center at Monmouth 

Battlefield, 16 Highway 33 Business, Manalapan Township, NJ 

07726; 732-462-9616. 

 
  

Beverly Weaver  

NJ State History Fair, Chair  
Office of Historic Sites, Administrator 
Ringwood Manor 
1304 Sloatsburg Road  
Ringwood, NJ  07456  
EMAIL: historyfair@dep.nj.gov 
PHONE:  (973) 962-2240  

Historic Churches May Receive Grants 

     A state judge in Somerville has ruled that historic 

preservation grants awarded to churches by Morris 

County officials do not violate constitutional protections. 

     The judge found that the state was not promoting         

religion by giving churches grants through the Historic 

Preservation Trust Fund. Religious groups make up 

about 32 percent of the organizations that benefit from 

the program.  

     The lawsuit filed in 2015 alleged that the grants      

violated the state constitution. But Somerset County 

Judge Margaret Goodzeit determined that the fund didnôt 

favor or endorse religious institutions. She wrote that 

excluding historical churches from getting grants available to all historical buildings would be tantamount to 

withholding general benefits to people on the basis of their religion. 

     The case was heard in Somerset County to avoid potential conflicts of interest. 

mailto:historyfair@dep.nj.gov
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Letters, we get lettersé 

 

The League has done its usual GREAT job!!! Thanks for all your hard work for those of us 

out here in the historical hinterlands. The Pascack Historical Society thanks you! Cheers! 
 

I want to compliment you and the staff on the fine issue of League News. It goes beyond and 

above what an organization does. Kudos! Joe Salvatore, Naval Air Station Wildwood 
 

The history folks are an amazing group of people with so much energy and imagination as 

they host some remarkable events.  Thanks for publicizing it all.  The League is doing a fantastic job. Thank you for 

spreading the word on all of the history events happening across NJ.  You provide a very valuable service. 

Sheila Brogan, Ridgewood Historical Society 
 

We are very pleased that such an organization exists! 

Gwen Meade, Margate City Historical Society 
 

It is very valuable to the Alexander Hamilton Awareness Society! 

YIH, Rand Scholet, The AHA  Society, theAHA society.org 
 

We are very happy to be a part of it.  Thanks for the great job you do! 

Regards, Denise Wolf, Green Brook Historical Society 
 

I enjoy being a part of itðyou do a really great job of sharing info from all over and I otherwise wouldn't know about all 

the great history-related offerings throughout the state!   Thank YOU! 

Regards, Marybeth Lapham, Executive Director, Snyder Academy/Old First Historic Trust 
 

We are thankful for the continued support from the League and we are looking forward to an exciting 2017. 

Best, Kimberly Smith, Morris County Historical Society Research Assistant 
 

Thank you for doing the League calendar. It is an invaluable way to know what is going on in our state.  

Christine Williams, President, Jefferson Township Historical Society 
 

Thank you for your work keeping us all informed and connected! 

Regards, Lynn Fylak, Atlantic Highlands Historical Society   

Tuckerton Seaport in the News: Changes to Seaport Leadership Announced  
 

     After eight years as the executive director of the Tuckerton Seaport and Baymenôs Museum, Paul Hart 

has stepped down from the day-to-day running of the 

museum and Deputy Director Brooke Salvanto has been 

promoted to museum director. Deputy Director Tim Hart 

is now the director of engagement, and Paul Hart will 

continue his support of the Seaport by serving as a           

trustee. 

     Paul Hart joined the Seaport as deputy director in July  

2007, bringing with him valuable experience in          

education, history, and the arts. In 2009 he became the 

executive director. 

     The Tuckerton Seaport Board of Trustees and           

community are grateful for the inspirational role that 

Paul Hart has played in the Seaport over the past nine 

years. ñPaul Hart ignited the award-winning progress at 

the Tuckerton Seaport. Mr. Hart is not leaving the          

Seaport; he is becoming executive director emeritus,ò 

noted Trustee President Jeff Daum. 

     The core Seaport staff remains intact with Jaclyn 

Brooke Salvanto is the new Tuckerton Seaport and Bay-

menôs Museum director. She served for many years as  

deputy director, helping with all the Seaport events, such  

as the annual Easter Egg Hunt.  

http://www.theahasociety.org/

