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     Discover NJ History (http://discovernjhistory.org ) is a new website brought to you as a         

collaborative partnership between the Crossroads of the American Revolution National Heritage 

Area and the New Jersey Historical Commission. It is generously funded by the Geraldine R. Dodge 

Foundation.  

     On this all-inclusive site you can find: 

  

§ a calendar of events to which YOU can add your societyôs events (see page eight); 

§ Stories related to the themes of our NJ350: diversity, liberty, and innovation; 

§ Resources for students, teachers, researchers, and much more; and 

§ ñIt Happened Here: New Jersey, featuring all of the 90-second videos that were produced           

during 2014, our 350th anniversary year. 

             SAVE THESE DATES FOR UPCOMING LEAGUE MEETINGS  
 

April 1, 2017 ï Wheaton Arts (Wheaton Village), Millville, Cumberland County 

June 10, 2017 ï Liberty Hall, Union Township, Union County  

November 4, 2017 ï Summit Historical Society at the Calvary Episcopal Church, Summit, Union County  

Winter 2018 ï Stone Harbor Museum, Stone Harbor, Cape May County 

June 2018 ï Somerset County Historical Society, Bridgewater, Somerset County 

Fall 2018 ï Looking for a host organization from the Northern Region (Sussex, Passaic, Bergen, Hudson, Essex,  

                                Morris or Warren)  

Winter 2019 ï Ocean County Historical Society, Toms River, Ocean County 

 

     We encourage your society to host a future League meeting. If you would like this opportunity to showcase your 

site, just contact Linda Barth, 908-240-0488, barthlinda123@aol.com, and she will put you in touch with the regional 

vice-president for your area. We look forward to visiting YOUR town some day soon. 
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President (2018) 

Jane McNeill 

Victorian Society 
 

First Vice President (2018) 

Mary Swarbrick  

Fellowship for Metlar-Bodine 
        
Vice President, Northern (2018) 

Alice Gibson 

Victorian Society 
   
Vice President, Central (2018) 

Brian Armstrong 

South River Historical and  

Preservation Society 
       
Vice President, Southern (2018) 

Timothy Hart 

Ocean County Cultural & Heritage 

Commission 
 

Secretary (2018) 

Christine Retz 

Meadows Foundation 
 

Treasurer (2018) 

Pary Tell 

Cape May County Cultural and  

Heritage Commission 
 

Trustee, Northern (2018) 

Jennifer Coultas 

Boonton Historical Society 
 

Trustee, Northern (2020)  

Kate Malcolm 

Madison Historical Society 
 

Trustee, Central (2020)  

Jeffrey McVey 

Lambertville Historical Society 
           
Trustee, Central (2018) 

Donald Peck 

Raritan-Millstone Heritage Alliance 
 

Trustee, Southern (2018) 

Ronald Janesko 

Ocean County Historical Society 

 

Trustee, Southern (2020) 

Bruce Tell 

Stone Harbor Museum 
 

Trustee-at-Large (2020)  
 

 

Trustee-at-Large (2018) 

Laura Poll 

Archivist, Trenton Free Public Library 
 

Historian (2018) 

James Lewis 

Morristown and Morris Township          

Library 

***************************           
  The following are valuable members of 

our board, but are not elected positions: 
 

Executive Director 

Linda J. Barth, 214 North Bridge Street, 

Somerville, NJ 08876; 

908-240-0488; barthlinda123@aol.com 
 

Membership Chairman 
 

 

 

Publications Awards Committee Chairman 

J. B. Vogt 

Fellowship for Metlar House 
 

Trustee Emeriti 

Bernard Bush 

Dorothy Pietrowski 

    The Officers and Directors 

of  the League of  Historical 

Societies of New Jersey 

THE EDITORôS CORNER 
 

    Here is a note concerning insurance for 

nonprofits. I have not been able to find 

one discounted plan for all of our mem-

bers, but Allen & Stults, a history-minded 

firm in Hightstown has offered these 

ideas. Please note that the information 

below is not meant as an endorsement, 

but only as a sharing of information. The 

League will not profit in any way from 

any insurance company. You should         

consult your own agent for other options. 
 

To: League of Historical Societies of NJ 

Subject: Risk Management and Insurance    

     for societies and related entities 

From: Charles ñCappyò Stults 

Dear Linda,  

     Thank you for reaching out to us.  

Our history in brief  

Allen & Stults Co., Inc. was founded by 

my great grandfather and his uncle in 

1881. We have been located in Hights-

town since that time. I am the forth gen-

eration to own and operate Allen & Stults 

Co. and my daughter and son-in-law are 

the fifth generation. Our family has been 

involved in Hightstown and area histori-

cal activities including being officers and 

trustees of the Society and one of the lo-

cal historic cemeteries. I chaired the com-

mittee that negotiated with Coca-Cola to 

move the Camden-Amboy freight station 

from their premises to be an addition to 

our museum. It serves as our meeting 

room, display room and archive library. 

Coca-Cola paid for moving the building a 

half a mile down Main Street and they 

paid for the foundation and basement. I 

chaired the fundraising for the fit out.  
 

Our business 

Our business is about 35 percent family 

insurance (home, auto and life insurance) 

and about 65 percent commercial insur-

ance. Of this 65%, approximately half are 

non-profit and not for profit entities and 

organizations. We represent many large 

international insurance companies as well 

as smaller regional companies. We also 

have access to virtually every insurance 

company that writes commercial insur-

ance in the State of New Jersey.  
 

Our nonprofit/not -for -profit clients 

I personally manage most of our non- 

          (continued on page thirteen) 

DEADLINE : Submissions for the spring issue of League News must be on the editorôs 

desk no later than March 15, 2017. Please send all items to: Linda Barth, 214 North 

Bridge Street, Somerville, New Jersey 08876; barthlinda123@aol.com. 

  Material submitted electronically should be in WORD format. Photographs will 

be scanned and returned. Digital photographs should be submitted in .jpeg or .tif. 

                  INSIDE:  
 

Discover NJ History, p. 1, 8 

Jersey Coast Heritage Museum and           

   T. Thomas Fortune House, p. 3 

Johnson Ferry House preserved, p. 4 

League workshops for members, p. 5 

Toy exhibit at State Museum, p. 6-7 

History and Historic Preservation  

    Conference and Discover NJ  

     website, p. 8 

Hurricane Sandy exhibit planned, p. 9 

Ron Becker retires, p.  10 

State History Fair, p. 11 

World War I centennial, p. 11-12 

Insurance ideas, p. 13 

350 Legacy, p. 13 

Publication awards criteria, p. 14 

NJ Bookshelf, p. 15-18 

April League meeting, p. 19-20  
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 Group Forms to Preserve Historic Building  
The Jersey Coast Heritage Museum at Sandlass House Seeks Demolition Reprieve from the National Park Service  

 

     Sea Bright, New JerseyðA group of prominent Monmouth 

County citizens has recently incorporated as the Jersey Coast  Heri-

tage Museum at Sandlass House (JCHM). The mission of the non-

profit JCHM is to save the historic William Sandlass House from 

the threat of demolition in order to create a museum and cultural 

center celebrating the houseôs history as the first built and only re-

maining structure from the grand Highland Beach Excursion Resort 

on Sandy Hook.  

     Rick Geffken, president of the JCHM, notes, ñThe Highland 

Beach Excursion Resort, founded by William Sandlass, Jr., opened 

in the summer of 1889. William Sandlass Jr. built the óGreat 

Switchback Rail Roadô modeled on designs by LaMarcus Thompson, an early builder of roller coaster 

rides. It was an immediate success, drawing crowds and helping launch the new resort.  

     ñFour years later, Sandlass dismantled his gravity rail road and used its timbers to construct the house. It 

served as his residence for the next 50 years as well as the headquarters for his Highland Beach Resort. The 

building is the last remnant of the resort, later known as Sandlass Baths, which finally ceased operations in 

1962.ò  

     Susan Sandlass Gardiner, granddaughter of founder William Sandlass, Jr., and secretary of the newly 

formed JCHM, states: ñI grew up living in the house when Sandlass Baths was flourishing under the          

direction of my father, Henry Sandlass. After almost 75 years of success, during which hundreds of             

thousands of people visited our resort, the State of New Jersey acquired the property in Eminent Domain 

proceedings in 1962. The property and the house were transferred to the United States Department of the 

Interior in 1979. After Superstorm Sandy, the National Park Service (NPS) determined it no longer needed 

the historic house and has applied for demolition funding to knock it down.ò  

     For more information, please contact the president of the Jersey Coast HeritageMuseum at Sandlass 

House, Inc, NJ nonprofit at JCHM.sandlass@gmail.com. 

             T. Thomas Fortune House to be Restored 
 

Red Bank, NJ-The restoration of the T. Thomas Fortune 

House is under way! Recently this historical site was 

saved thanks to the efforts of the T. Thomas Fortune             

Project Committee and other concerned citizens. On           

November 18, an 80ò x 48ò sign was installed announcing 

ñThe Future Home of the T. Thomas Fortune Cultural 

Center,ò at 94 Drs. James Parker Blvd., Red Bank.         

Monmouth County and the state of New Jersey can look 

forward to a great cultural experience.      

     Watch the progress as the former home of one of the 

most prolific African American journalists and social         

activists, T. Thomas Fortune, is transformed into a vibrant 

cultural center with a mission to advocate for social justice in all matters that advance history.   

     All donations to help the T. Thomas Fortune Project Committee make this dream a reality can be made 

payable to Red Bank Men's Club Foundation with ñFortune Projectò on the memo line.  Send to Thomas 

Fortune Project  c/o Red Bank Men's Club Foundation, PO Box 2007, Westside Station, Red Bank, NJ 

07701. For more information on the T. Thomas Fortune Project, get updated posts at our blog site 

www.tthomasfortunehouse.wordpress.com or log onto www.thomasfortunehouse.weebly.com.  

Photo credit: Susan Sandlass Gardiner  

http://www.tthomasfortunehouse.wordpress.com/
http://www.thomasfortunehouse.weebly.com/
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                     GENERAL WASHINGTONôS CROSSING HEADQUARTERS PRESERVED 
 

     The repair and restaining of the historic Johnson Ferry House at the Washington Crossing State Park was 

completed on November 2 in preparation for the December 11 rehearsal and the Christmas Day reenactment of 

Washingtonôs crossing of the Delaware.  The project was underwritten by the Washington Crossing Park            

Association-NJ with the generosity of members and donors as part of the friendsô groupôs commitment to the 

240th anniversary of the actual crossing.  

     ñEveryone who appreciates the significance of December 25, 1776 to our war of independence,ò stated Joe 

Carney, WCPA president, ñcan take pride in our restoration efforts to preserve this historic treasure.ò  

     The Johnson Ferry House (pictured) was built in 1740 and is the only structure surviving from                           

the overnight Christmas crossing and eventual march to Trenton to defeat the Hessian troops.  

     The cost of repairs and restaining was made possible through the associationôs Campaign 240 and the           

generosity of community friends 

and businesses. Among them 

were George Skic of Outwaterôs 

Mil i t ia ,  whose his tor ical              

reenacting work drew the support 

of the Exxon Mobil Foundation of 

which he is an employee. Also 

contributing were the Whole 

Earth Center, the Hopewell           

Valley Arts Council, the Swan 

Historical Foundation, Lambert-

ville Station, Hopewell Valley 

Community Bank, NJM Insur-

ance Group, Lakeland Bank,         

Union Fire Company, Spectrum 

Screen Printing, ñThe Old Pen-

ster,ò Westholme Publishing, 

Roger Williams Associates, Lam-

bertville Winter Festival, Friends 

of Hopewell Valley Open Space, 

Princeton Books/Labyrinth 

Books, Amateur Astronomers Association of Princeton, Pennington Quality Market, Garden Club of Trenton, 

Mercer County Cultural & Heritage Commission, Gravity Hill Farm, Shieldôs Business  Systems, Janssen 

Pharmaceuticals Inc, and members of the  WCPA-NJ. Campaign 240 raised money for specific park            

projects. Among them was the updating of the weather-resistant park maps at visitor kiosks and the work at the 

Johnson Ferry House. The yearlong campaign also responded to the parkôs natural and environmental needs. 

To counter the increased use of pesticides and the destruction of habitat, WCPA volunteers built and installed 

birdhouses to bring back eastern bluebirds and to attract monarch butterflies. The also developed new              

plantings of milkweed, the butterflyôs primary food source.  

     ñWe are making a difference for individuals and families who visit the park,ò stated Carney, ñbecause we 

share a dedication with state residents to its historic, natural, environmental, and recreational values.ò  

     The three-year-old Washington Crossing Park Association worked with State DEP officials to gain            

approvals. These officials included Mark Texel, John Trontis, Joe Winnicki, Neal Ferrari, and Nancy Ceperly. 

The association members worked tirelessly to raise funds for the work.  

     The Washington Crossing Park Association, a nonprofit friends organization, works to protect, enhance, 

advocate and educate on behalf of the state park. Information can be secured on its website, www.wcpa-nj.org.  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001EjOxYt4INXmGLkJT5rF7M9cx4gEfzsgLSPK2WO2aA7XP9ufaDrsqVlpKs5jtySq8zKXXlAY57yvvoERHfocFRq-H3cwn4Bhkv5CznpD3sloCYI0_kV89k-_vO1LXDsKu2utnqQrhu_3hu8fzKFA7vA==&c=tYaxtcjWvWLUW6MuM3lHVW3OZXP0fyZUdMrL8BfQlWW9nw1dZOX1mw==&ch=1e91tsDe_HOG1
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            ñOrganization Essentialsò Workshop 
 

        BOOK A WORKSHOP FOR YOUR    

    GROUP AND THOSE IN YOUR AREA.       
   LEARN THE BASICS NEEDED FOR SUBMITTING     

                                                                           A GRANT APPLICATION.  
9:30  Registration and continental breakfast 
 

10:00ð12:00 Your Mission Statement, Vision Statement and Developing Your Long Range Plan  Your  mission  

                           statement is the heart of your organization.  Is it clear and concise?  Do your Board and your members 

                           know exactly what you are all about?  Does your mission statement attract interested donors? Do you 

                           know where you are headed?  This workshop will cover these basic documents that are critical for the           

                           the success of any organization and are an important part of any grant application. 
 

12:00ð1:00   Buffet lunch (included in registration) 
 

1:00ð3:00 The Budget and Financial Reports  Are you applying for or considering applying for grants?  Do you 

  want to  attract large supporters?  Itôs not enough to say how much you want; you have to say why you 

  want it. And your financial information must be in ñgood order.ò This workshop will cover preparing

  your annual budget and required financial reports as well as the various financial forms re quired for   

                          grants or support requests. 
 

Who should attend:  Board Members, Directors, Grant Writers 

Workshop presenter Pary Tell is currently the head of the Division of Culture & Heritage for Cape May 

County where she oversees their arts and history grants program, conducts workshops for local non-profit cul-

tural organizations and offers assistance to arts and history organizations in organization fundamentals.  The 

workshops are designed especially for smaller organizations that are striving to address their concerns on or-

ganization stability and growth.  The workshops are small and informal with plenty of time for questions and 

group interaction.   

 

To set up a workshop in your area, contact Pary Tell (see below for contact information). 

 

ττττττττττττττττττττττττττττττττττττττ 
Registration 

Registration fee is $25 per person.  Please make check payable to LHSNJ and mail to LHSNJ, c/o Pary Tell, 397 Corson 
Lane, Cape May NJ  08204.   

 

Name:  ________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Organization  ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address  ________________________________City, State, Zip  __________________________________ 
 
Phone  _________________________________  Email  _________________________________________ 
 

If you are registering more than one person from your organization, please fill out a  
registration form for each person.   

Any questions, please email pary.tell@co.cape-may.nj.us or call 609.465.1066 
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TOY WORLD: A NEW EXHIBITION AT THE STATE MUSEUM OPENS  
Toy World: A New Exhibition at the State Museum 

 

     Although nicknamed the Garden State, New Jersey also represented 

the pinnacle of Ameri-

can industrial might. 

The Roebling family, 

makers of wire rope and 

b u i l d e r s  o f  t h e          

Brooklyn Bridge, called Trenton home. So too did Lenox 

and hundreds of other pottery firms. Camden made radios 

and canned soup. Paterson, the ñSilk City,ò was a well-

known producer of textiles and diners. And Newark had a 

reputation for electrical goods and plastics. 

     One industry, however, has largely been forgotten in the 

history of New Jerseyôs industrial mightðtoys. In 1950, 

one-tenth of all of the nationôs toys and dolls were made in 

New Jersey. Only four states contributed more to the coun-

tryôs annual production of more than $450 million in toys, 

games, and childhood playthings. When the        

renowned New Jersey historian John Cunning-

ham published his seminal text on the stateôs             

industrial history, he included an entire chapter 

just on toys. 

     Toy World, a new exhibition at the State           

Museum, explores New Jerseyôs important role 

in the American toy industry. Focusing on the 

period from 1880 through 1970, this family-

friendly exhibit features more than 100 toys 

made by 50 different New Jersey-based           

companies. These include nationally known toys 

such as model trains by Lionel and Tyco, space 

toys by Remco, plastic playsets by Colorforms, 

and the popular holiday toy trucks marketed by 

Hess. Also included in the exhibition are dolls made by Regal and Horsman companies at a factory in Tren-

ton, an incredibly rare Thomas Edison talking doll, and the story of the famous Flexible Flyer sledða staple 

of the American toybox for generations that has a distinct, South Jersey connection. The exhibit runs from 

through April 30, 2017. For more information, please visit http://www.state.nj.us/state/museum 

Hercules Ferris Wheel Tinplate Toy, c. 1935 CH2015.14) 

J. Chein and Company,  

Harrison, New Jersey 

   When Julius Chein immigrated to the United States, he 

only had one arm. The other was lost in a tragic fire-

works accident in his native Russia. The disability didnôt 

stop him from building one of the countryôs largest tin-

plate toy companiesðJ. Chein and Company in Harri-

son, New Jersey. When company founder Julius Chein 

died in 1926, his wife Elizabeth Hoffman Chein turned to 

her younger brother for help. One of Samuel Hoffmanôs 

first business moves involved a line line of Amusement 

Park-themed mechanical toys. In 1949, J. Chein and 

Company moved from Harrison to a 75,000 square foot 

plant on Williams Street in Burlington City. 

The Dinosaur Kit, c. 1965 (CH2015.34.1) 

Colorforms 

Norwood, New Jersey 

     A cluttered basement in River Edge was the birthplace of one of 

New Jerseyôs most famous toys. In 1951, Harry and Patricia Kislevitz 

created a playset called Colorforms in which children created brightly

-colored pictures using pre-cut vinyl pieces. They later produced Col-

orforms at factories in Englewood, Norwood, and Ramsey. Like 

many toys, the Dinosaur Kit favored fun over historical accuracy. 

Although scientific research reveals that dinosaurs and humans are 

separated by about 55 million years, they still appear together in this 

New Jersey-made toy. 

http://www.state.nj.us/state/museum

